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INTRODUCTION 


E DON'T NECESSARILY look at Hulk Hogan the way we did 

back in the mid-’80s. Then, he was a comic-book character 
come to life. He stood for all that was good about not only our sport, 
but mankind as well. He beat back the evil influences in wrestling 
and denounced the evil practices of world leaders who opposed 
American ideals. 

It took a while, but now we know about Hogan what we have 
come to know about all our heroes: He is not the perfect human 
being. Eyewitnesses have charged that he has used steroids to en- 
hance that marvelous physique, and Hogan is no longer running 
away from the accusation. Hogan has, in effect, asked the world’s 
forgiveness, and it is very difficult not to grant that to a man who 
has given so much to the sport and, far more importantly, to 
charitable causes worldwide. 

We may never again view Hulk Hogan the way we did during the 
innocent ’80s, but we can now appreciate him—maybe even a little 
bit more—as a human being with human frailties who has to work 
hard to overcome his human shortcomings. 

We begin this special tribute at a time in Hogan's career that 
pointed out those shortcomings long before the word steroid was 
part of our everyday vocabularies. Hogan began in wrestling as a 
man who took shortcuts to success. Before too long, however, he 
was so confused over his direction that he almost gave up on the 
sport altogether. It took a vote of confidence from the fans to bring 
the “Hulkster” back. When he resumed his career, he did so with 
such a fervor that it created a phenomenon we have come to know 
as “Hulkamania.” 

“Hulkamania” was the real source of strength in Hogan. With the 
fans backing him as they have few athletes in history, Hogan 
powered his way to the top of the sport and stayed there for the 
better part of the next decade. He was the WWF's point man in its 
drive to nationalize what was once a regional sport. 

There were failures along with way, and during those brief periods 
when he was without the belt there was uncertainty in his own mind 
whether or not he was personally better off with or without the 
heavy burdens that accompany the World championship. When all 
was said and done, however, Hogan always responded to the collec- 
tive voice of the people—his people. 

We don't know what to expect from Hogan’s future, but we invite 
you to take a look at his past and celebrate the career of a man 
whose influence will be felt for many generations to come. 

On a sad note, we also offer in this issue of Wrestling Classics 
reprinted articles that defined the careers of three great pros who 
recently died: Andre the Giant, Kerry Von Erich, and Dino Bravo. 
We will miss them all. CO 
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Does your video collection include 


these non-stop, action-packed hard- 


hitting tapes? 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD: Volume 1 

Only THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD gives you classic matches 

with all the top superstars of the 

sport. Matches include: 

Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 
(arm-wrestling) 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Rick Rude vs. Tommy Rich 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Bobby Heenan vs. Bob Ellis 

Wrestling Bear (B&W footage) 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 2 
After watching this video you can 
Say you've seen it all. (A shark cage 
match?!) Check out the matches 
you get: 
Randy Savage vs. Rick Rude 
Andre the Giant vs. The Sheik 
Pampero Firpo vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody & Scott Casey vs. 
Kelly Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Randy Savage & Jerry Lawler vs. 
Rick Rude & King Kong Bundy 
(Shark Cage Match): 
Jay Strongbow vs. Don Kent 
Savage vs. Austin Idol 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 3 

If you like your wrestling down and 
dirty, you won't want to miss this 
video gem, which includes a classic 
mud match, Hulk Hogan, and much 


more. Here's the lineup: 

(Mud Match) The Sheik vs. Tiger 
Jeet Singh 

Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 

Hulk Hogan vs. The Outlaw 

Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey & Magnum T.A. 

Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 

Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rogers, 
& Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & 
The Grapplers 


APPROX. 43 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 4 
Selected from over 600 hours of the 
best action highlights and complete 
matches from the early-1970s and 
early-1980s, this video has it all: 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Magnum T.A. 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 
(with interference by Rick Rude 
and Jimmy Hart) 
APPROX. 44 MINUTES—$19.95 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 

Get ready to shake your head in 
amazement as these guys show just 
how wild and funny pro wrestling 
can be! If you want a good laugh, be 
sure to add WRESTLING FUNNIES 
to your collection. 


APPROX. 30 MINUTES—S12.95 


SPECIAL OFFER 
ORDER ALL 5 VIDEOS TODAY AND SAVE $20 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 
ALL 5 VIDEOS 


Add $3 per video for shipping and handling 
(PA State residents, please add 6% sales tax) 
For orders outside the U.S., add $5 for each video ordered 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


Sub total 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds only ; 

All videos are VHS and NTSC system compatible only. PAL systems are not compatible. All 
tapes carry a 100% money back guarantee against defects only. If a tape is defective, please re- 
turn it with a note specifying the defect. 


I 
l 
For orders outside the U.S., add $5 | 
I 


for each video 
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UPDATE 
DUBLIN, IRELAND 

Fans in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland received a double 
treat during WCW’s March tour of 
this side of the Atlantic as the 
World title changed hands twice 
in six days. 

On March 11 at Wembley Are- 
na in London, Sting defeated Big 
Van Vader to capture his third 
World championship. During the 
course of this hard-fought contest, 
the “Stinger” demonstrated his 
resolve by slamming Vader's 
manager, Harley Race, onto the 
arena floor, then slamming Vader 
on top of him. 

Later, after flooring Sting with 
several crunching forearm blows, 
Vader climbed to the top rope in 
preparation for a splash. However, 
as Vader began his descent, 
Sting leaped off the mat, caught 
Vader with a powerslam, and 
pinned him. 

Despite several impressive title 
defenses, the new champion’s joy 
was short-lived. On St. Patrick’s 
Day at The Point Depot in Dublin, 
Vader regained the belt by pin- 
ning Sting following a power 
bomb. 

Sting had dominated the con- 
test until both wrestlers collided 
with referee Nick Patrick. With the 
ref down, Race ran in and 
knocked out Sting. The manager 
revived Patrick just in time for him 
to see Vader executing the power 
bomb. 


Big Van Vader rallies and recaptures the 


WCW World title from Sting in Ireland. 
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UPDATE 


Soon after his return to the 
U.S., Vader began boasting that 
he had eliminated Sting as a 
threat for good. 

“He had his chances, and may- 
be he did get lucky once or 
twice,” Vader stated. ‘‘But | had 
decided there was no way | was 
coming back to the States without 
that belt around my waist. Abso- 


lutely no way!” 

Sting, now a three-time former 
World champion, said no one 
should expect any quit from him. 

“Vader knows I'll always be 
lurking, always ready,” Sting 
promised. ‘‘He’s champion again 
because of Race. When | get him 
in a true one-on-one match, I'll 
win back the title.” 


UPDATE 
NEW YORK, NY 

As Hulk Hogan and Brutus 
Beefcake headed into their Wres- 
tleMania IX showdown with WWF 
World tag team champions Mon- 
ey Inc., Rick and Scott Steiner 
wondered, What about us? 

It had been widely assumed 
that the sensational brother duo 
was next in line for a series of title 
shots against Ted DiBiase and Ir- 
win R. Schyster. However, the 
landscape was altered dramatical- 
ly after Hogan returned to the fed- 
eration and declared his intention 
to team with Beefcake to gain re- 
venge on Money Inc. for their at- 
tack on ‘‘The Barber.” 

“The Steiners have a lot of re- 
spect for Hogan and Beefcake. 
Who wouldn’t?” noted one WWF 
wrestler. “They just feel really 
slighted right now. They’re more 
than ready for a shot at the World 
belts, but now they’re wondering 
how long they'll have to wait.” 

The Steiners certainly are not 
being overlooked due to lack of 
qualifications. Not only have Rick 
and Scott captured one WCW 


Scott and Rick Steiner honestly believe they were more worthy of a WWF World tag team 


and two NWA World tag team ti- 
tles, they also have held the 
WCW U.S. belts, as well as twice 
winning Japan’s IWGP tag title. 

After dominating a series of 
contests with The Beverly Broth- 
ers, the Steiners, considered by 
many to be the greatest team in 
the world, naturally focused their 
attention on World champions 
Money Inc. 

“Rick and Scott are too classy 
to blame Hogan and Beefcake for 
their dilemma,” said one friend of 
the team’s. “Right now, they're 
not looking to place any blame; 
they’re just looking for the belts.” 


UPDATE 
MEMPHIS, TN 

Having lost the USWA South- 
em title to Jeff Jarrett, Brian 
Christopher now is concentrating 
on tag team competition, and he’s 
having a lot of success. 

On March 8, one week after 
losing the belt to Jarrett, Christo- 
pher teamed with Big Black Dog 
to win the USWA tag team title. 
They lost the belts on March 15, 
but one week later, the arrogant 


title shot at WrestleMania IX than Hulk Hogan and Brutus Beefcake. 


The always-arrogant Brian Christopher 
wants to be both a singles and tag team 
champion in the USWA. 


youngster teamed with another 
partner, Scotty Flamingo, to win 
the belts back from The 
Moondogs. 

Though that most recent victory 
was tainted, coming after interfer- 
ence from Bert Prentice, Christo- 
pher says he may have found his 
niche. 

“Hey, I’ve tagged up many 
times before, but | never had this 
much fun doing it,” said the for- 
mer Southern titlist. “I didn’t know 
much about Flamingo, but he’s 
turned out to be a pretty fine part- 
ner. | think we can get a really 
good reign going.” 

Also on March 22, the parade 
of WWF stars into Memphis con- 
tinued, as Big Bossman teamed 
with Jarrett to defeat The Harlem 
Knights. Jarrett maintains that the 
competition from the WWF can 
only help the USWA. 

“It keeps everybody on their 
toes,” Jarrett opined. “Facing the 
best can’t help but make you bet- 
ter. Of course, we think we have 
a thing or two to teach the WWF 
guys as well. I’ve already compet- 
ed on several WWF cards and | 
hope to wrestle on a lot more. | 
think | can take their finest.” O 
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a BACK ISSUES OF 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has thrilled wrestling 
fans for two generations, THE WRESTLER. Complete your collection of 
the most respected wrestling publication in the world today. Supplies are 

limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling !!, Mascaras. 

February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke, 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
manrtino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling II, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
él, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 


JULY 1979 
February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 
March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 
April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. 
June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 
August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
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MARCH 1980 
September 1980/Stories incluae: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backiund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair, 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog, 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 


February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy, 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorft. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
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November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kolofts. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Kolotf. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express, 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs, 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies, 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories Include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair, 


JANUARY 1983 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
Caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
Ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack, 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. ’ 


August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorif, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
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March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include; Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
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FEBRUARY 1987 


November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 


gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 


January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include; Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Stories include: Bonus 4- 
page color section! Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich, 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 


October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 


Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 


February 1989/Stories include: War- 
tiors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bra-vo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 
May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ulti- 
mate, Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, 
July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include; Ulti- 
mate, Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 
October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger 
& Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
January 1991/Stories include: Survivor 
Series, Sting, Beefcake, Flair, Woman. 
February 1991/Stories include; Sting-Vi- 
cious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Cornette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBi- 
ase, Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 
June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, 
Nastys, Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Fujinami, Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 
August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 
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BOX 956 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Number of Magazines Ordered: 


Amount Enclosed: $ 


September 1991/Stories include: 
Steiners vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 

December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Hogan, Beverlys, Sting-Luger, 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Badd, Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 
February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, 
WWF title, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include; Bearer, 

ICW magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 
May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Ander- 
son & Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 
June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 
duly 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Repo vs. Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog 
& Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
November 1992/Stories include; Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 
December 1992/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include; Hart, 
Rick Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 

April 1993/Stories include: Changing 
faces, Steamboat, Ramon, Tatanka. 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
June 1984 


(*estlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


st month, quality of opposition, and the Inherent skill of each 


Ratings are based on won-lost records for the 
wresior. Ings are compiled by the editors and are universally recognized as official. 


TAG TEAMS 


1—COWBOY BOB ORTON sK DON KERNODLE 
NWA World tag team cham 
Combined weight: 481 fee winged 
2—KEN PATERA & CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
World tag team champions 
pple a weight: 730 pounds 
3—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
National tag team champions 
Combined weight: 567 pounds 


Nick Bock winkel Hulk Hogan US ae oan sa = DAVIS 
combined weight pounds 
TOPIO 5—SUPER DESTROYERS | & Il 
1—RIC FLAIR 6—HULK HOGAN World Class American tag team champions 


¢ Combined weight: 542 pounds 
320, Venice Beach, CA 


243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—ANDRE THE GIANT 


497, Grenoble, France 


3—HARLEY RACE 


7—CARLOS COLON 


238, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 


8—DAVID VON ERICH 


6— MR. WRESTLING Il & MAGNUM T.A. 
id-South tag team cha 
Corba weight: 477 “kee 


7—ROCKY JOHNSON & TONY ATLAS 
WWF tag team champions 


Combined weight: 491 pounds 

8— ELUAH AKEEM & KAREEM MUHAMMAD 

id-Southern tag team cham 

Combined weight: 578 ees 

9—TONY PARIS! & GINO BRITO 
Canadian International tag team champions 
Combined weight: 493 pounds 

10—THE MASKED MEDICS 


id Wrestling Council North American champions 
Combined weight: 477 pounds 


253, Kansas City, MO 
4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


5—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 


247, Denton, TX 
9—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 


10—DINO BRAVO 
248, Montreal, Quebec 


NWA aoe AW, AWA ratings are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, promoters, and fe rters. “Most Popular” and 


ed” ratings are on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mall that comes to our offices. 
MOSTPOPULAR MOSTHATED NWA AWA 

1—ANDRE THE GIANT 1—TED DiBIASE World Champion: World Champion: 

497, Grenoble, France 247, Omaha, NE RIC FLAIR NICK BOCKWINKEL 
2—DUSTY RHODES 2—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 243, Minneapolis, MN 245, Beverly Hills, CA 

302, Austin, TX 345, Siberia, Russia 1—DICK SLATER 1—MAD DOG VACHON 
3—JIMMY SNUKA 3—RON BASS 235, Tampa, FL 225, Algeria 

250, Fiji Islands 285, Pampa, TX 2—TED DiBIASE 2—BLACKJACK LANZA 
4—JUNKYARD DOG 4—HACKSAW REED 247, Omaha, NE 260, Laredo, TX 


260, New Orleans, LA 
5—HULK HOGAN 

320, Venice Beach, CA 
6—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 
7—KERRY VON ERICH 

251, Denton, TX 
8—MIKE ROTONDO 

245, Syracuse, NY 
9—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 


10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 
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249, Kansas City, MO 
5—KING KONG BUNDY 

420, Atlantic City, NJ 
6—NICK BOCKWINKEL 

245, Beverly Hills. CA 
7—KEN PATERA 

256, Portiand, OR 
8—THE IRON SHEIK 

262, Teheran, Iran 
9—JIM GARVIN 

235, Tampa, FL 


10—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 


3—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 


4—KENDO NAGASAKI 
248, Singapore 
5—RON BASS 
285, Painpa, TX 


6—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 


7—CARLOS COLON 
238, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 


8—CHRIS ADAMS 
225, Strattord on Avon, 
England 
9—DAVID VON ERICH 
247, Denton, TX 
10—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 


3—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 


4—BRAD RHEINGANS 

248, Minneapolis, MN 
5—MR. SAITO 

247, Osaka, Japan 
6—KEN PATERA 

256, Portland, OR 
7—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 

310, Sweetwater, TX 
8—BARON VON RASCHKE 

271, West Berlin, Germany 
9—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 

474, Stone Mountain, GA 


10—JESSE VENTURA 
270, Muscle Beach, CA 


Below are the ratings for the top re. 


surveys of wrestlers, promoters, an reporters. 


WWF 
Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
320, Venice Beach, CA 
1—PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 


2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


262, Sunset Beach, HI 
3—JIMMY SNUKA 

250, Fiji Islands 
4—THE IRON SHEIK 

262, Teheran, Iran 
5—BOB BACKLUND 

242, Princeton, MN 
6—TITO SANTANA 

245, Mission, TX 
7—MASKED SUPERSTAR 

282, Atlanta, GA 
§8—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Paris Island, SC 
9—GREG VALENTINE 

243, Seattle, WA 


10—IVAN PUTSKI 
242, Krakow, Poland 


FLORIDA 


1—RON BASS 

285, Pampa, TX 
2—KENDO NAGASAKI 

248, Singapore 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—MIKE ROTONDO 

245, Syracuse, NY 
5—DIRTY YELLOW DOG 

230, parts unknown 
6—ONE MAN GANG 

402, Chicago, IL 
7—BILLY JACK 

245, Portland, OR 
8—MIKE GRAHAM 

232, Tampa, FL 
9—MIKE DAVIS 

232, Atlanta, GA 


10—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, New York, NY 


GEORGIA 


1—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NE 
2—JAKE ROBERTS 

243, Baton Rouge, LA 
3—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
4—MR.R 

238, parts unknown 
5—THE SPOILER 

266, parts unknown 
6—BRETT SAWYER 

242, St. Petersburg, FL 
7—PEZ WHATLEY 

238, El Paso, TX 
8—KING KONG BUNDY 

420, Atlantic City, NJ 


9—LES THORNTON 
233, Manchester, England 


10—TOMMY ROGERS 


222, St. Petersburg, FL 


MID-SOUTH 
1—JUNKYARD DOG 
260, New Orleans, LA 
2—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 
345, Siberia, Russia 
3—KRUSHER DARSOW 


303, Thief River Falls, MN 


4—HACKSAW REED 
249, Kansas City, MO 


5—MR. WRESTLING II 
232, Atlanta, GA 
6—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
7—TERRY TAYLOR 
219, Tampa, FL 
§—STEVE WILLIAMS 
234, Tulsa, OK 
9—JIM NEIDHART 
248, Calgary, Alberta 


10—KAMALA 
360, Uganda 


WORLD CLASS 
1—CHRIS ADAMS 


225, Stratford on Aven, England 


2—DAVID VON ERICH 
247, Denton, TX 
3—KEVIN VON ERICH 
254, Denton, TX 
4—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 
5—KERRY VON ERICH 
251, Denton, TX 
6—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 
7—SUPER DESTROYER | 
271, parts unknown 
8—KAMALA 
360, Uganda 
9—SUPER DESTROYER Il 


271, parts unknown 


10—MIKE VON ERICH 
220, Denton, TX 


MID-SOUTHERN 


1—AUSTIN IDOL 

240, Las Vegas, NV 
2—JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
3—JOS LeDUC 

280, Godbout, Quebec 
4—RANDY SAVAGE 

235, Sarasota, FL 
5—KING KONGA 

302, parts unknown 
6—DUTCH MANTEL 

224, Oil Trough, TX 
7—STEVE KEIRN 

220, Tampa, FL 
8—STAN LANE 

219, Del Ray, FL 
9—MR. EBONY 


240, parts unknown 


10—EDDIE GILBERT 
212, Lexington, TN 


MID-ATLANTIC 


1—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 
2—ANGELO MOSCA JR. 
234, Caledou, Ontario 
3—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
4—DORY FUNK JR. 
244, Amarillo, TX 
5—JIMMY VALIANT 
251, New York, NY 
6—RUFUS R. JONES 
287, Boston, MA 
7—GREG VALENTINE 
243, Seattle, WA 
8—ANGELO MOSCA 
309, Caledou, Ontario 
9—MARK YOUNGBLOOD 
230, Amarillo, TX 


10—IVAN KOLOFF 


249, Russia 


NORTHWEST 

1—RIP OLIVER 

245, Tampa, FL 
2—JULES STRONGBOW 

247, Pawhuska, OK 
3—CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 
4—SCOTT McGHEE 

220, Shipley, England 
5—THE ASSASSIN 

240, parts unknown 
6—MATT BORNE 

240, Milwaukie, OR 
7—TOM PRITCHARD 

220, Houston, TX 
8—CHIEF TAPU 

228, Samoa 
9—MIKE MILLER 

260, Memphis, TN 


10—JERRY O 
235, New Haven, CT 


OFF z (© am AL For period ended February 7, 1984 
RESTLING 
RATINGS 


jonal wrestling areas of the country. These ratings are based on nationwide 
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For period ended March 22, 1993 TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
BRET HART STEVE AUSTIN & BRIAN PILLMAN 
235, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 467 pounds 
WWF World champion WCW World tag team cha 
BIG VAN VADER MONEY INC. 
404, Denver, CO Combined weight: 492 pounds 
WCW World champion WWF World tag team 
ors ms RICK &s SCOTT ST STEINER 
No. 2 pha A ean wew title Nowe cculsiiore: AWWE toe title 
4. DUSTIN RHODES RICK STEAMBOAT & SHANE DOUGLAS 
254, Austin, TX visto weight: at ap heed 
WCW U.S. champion 1 cont 'W tag title 
PAUL ORNDORFF THE HEADSHRINKERS 
253, Brandon, FL Combined weight: 520 pounds 
WCW TV champion No. 3 contenders: WWF tag title 
THE UNDERTAKER THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
rai —— ™ ‘wert Soroka bic t: reed pour fe 
JERRY LAWLER THE MOONDOGS 
234, Memphis, TN Combined weight: 663 pounds 
USWA champion No. 1 cont : USWA tag team title 
BARRY WINDHAM 2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL 
Forfeit ™ Conrad weight: be junds 
champion WCW tag title 
ou" BAM BIGELOW HULK c HOGAN & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
oe. polar Bd, ee aes pone ee 573 bean 
iEFF TARRETT 1 THE BRUISE BROTHERS 
220, Hendersonville, TN Prallade a een: 560 WCW tag title 
Bam Bam Bigelow USWA Southern cha 
wcw WWF GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: World Champion: North American Champion: USWA Champion: 
BIG VAN VADER BRET HART STEVIE RAY JERRY LAWLER 
404, Denver, CO 235, Calgary, Alberta 265, Dallas, TX 234, Memphis, TN 
1—DUSTIN RHODES 1—SHAWN MICHAELS 1—CALVIN KNAPP 1—JEFF JARRETT 
254, Austin, TX 220, San Antonio, TX 231, Dallas, TX 220, Hendersonville, TN 
2—STING 2—THE UNDERTAKER 2—BLACK BART 2—DAN DAVIS 
260, Venice Beach, CA 320, parts unknown 261, Pampa, TX 238, Nashville, TN 
3—PAUL ORNDORFF 3—YOKOZUNA 3—CHRIS ADAMS 3—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
253, Brandon, FL 505, Samoa 228, Stratford, UK 230, Memphis, TN 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 4—TATANKA 4—ROD PRICE 4—MASTER OF TERROR 
263, Sweetwater, TX 260, Miami, FL 265, Los Angeles, CA 235, parts unknown 
5—DAVEY BOY SMITH 5—GIANT GONZALES 5—JOHN TATUM 5—EDDIE GILBERT 
245, Leeds, England 435, Argentina 236, Hollywood, CA 236, Lexington, TN 
6—RICK RUDE 6—DOINK 6—AWESOME KONG 6—MISS TEXAS 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 236, parts unknown 440, parts unknown 130, Atlanta, GA 
7—VAN HAMMER 7—BAM BAM BIGELOW 7—KILLER BROOKS 7—T.D. STEEL 
290, New York, NY 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 284, Waxahachie, TX 250, parts unknown 
8—2 COLD SCORPIO 8—LEX LUGER 8—MIKE DAVIS 8—J.C. ICE 
222, Denver, CO 290, Chicago, IL 243, Tampa, FL 230, Memphis, TN 
9—MAXX PAYNE 9—CURT HENNIG 9—TERRY SIMMS 9—ROCK ’N’ ROLL PHANTOM 
350, lowa City, IA 235, Minneapolis, MN 220, San Francisco, CA 245, parts unknown 
10—CACTUS JACK 10—BOB BACKLUND 


304, Truth or Cons., NM 
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242, Princeton, MN 


10—STEVEN DANE 
232, Dallas, TX 


10—BIG BLACK DOG 
333, parts unknown 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial 
board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys 
of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings 
are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain 
titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. 


7—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 

8—DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 

9—2 COLD SCORPIO 
222, Denver, CO 


10—BOB BACKLUND 
242, Princeton, MN 


‘i 
Bob Backlund 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN IWCCW 
Smoky Mountain Champion: IWCCW Champion: 
TONY ANTHONY TITLE VACANT 


235, Bucksnort, TN 


1—BOBBY EATON 
245, Huntsville, AL 


To be determined in tourney 


1—JOE SAVOLDI 
220, Parsippany, NJ 


2—TRACEY SMOTHERS 2—JIMMY DEO 
227, Atlanta, GA 301, Blandon, PA 

3—TIM HORNER 3—TASMANIAC 
235, Morristown, TN 232, Tasmania 

4—BRIAN LEE 4—L.A. GORE 


251, Los Angeles, CA 
5—NIGHTSTALKER 
306, parts unknown 


6—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 


288, Los Angeles, CA 
5—TOMMY DREAMER 
245, Yonkers, NY 
6—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 


280, Moscow, Russia 


7—ARN ANDERSON 7—THE NINJA 
249, Minneapolis, MN 277, Japan 
8—KILLER KYLE 8—EL DIABLO 


303, Atlanta, GA 
9—THE TASMANIAC 
232, Tasmania 


10—CHRIS CANDIDO 
226, Carteret, NJ 


246, Tocula, Mexico 
9—JOHNNY WILDSIDE 
285, parts unknown 


10—COUSIN LUKE 
336, Mud Lick, KY 


MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 

1—STING 1—BIG VAN VADER 

260, Venice Beach, CA 404, Denver, CO 
2—BRET HART 2—YOKOZUNA 

235, Calgary, Alberta 505, Samoa 
3—THE UNDERTAKER 3—BARRY WINDHAM 

320, Dallas, TX 263, Sweetwater, TX 
4—CURT HENNIG 4—DOINK 

235, Minneapolis, MN 236, parts unknown 
5—CRUSH 5—PAUL ORNDORFF 

310, Honolulu, HI 253, Brandon, FL 
6—HULK HOGAN 6—RICK RUDE 

285, Venice, CA 


5 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
; i hi 7—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnort, TN 
S8—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
220, Memphis, TN 
9—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 


10—MAXX PAYNE 
350, lowa City, IA 


Yokozuna 


ECW: ECW champion—The Sandman; 1—Jimmy Snuka; 2—Don Muraco; 
3—Terry Funk; 4—Salvatore Bellomo; 5—Rockin’ Rebel; 6—Johnny Hot Body; 
7—Glenn Osbourne; 8—Ivan Koloff; 9—J.T. Smith; 10—Tommy Cairo. 


HCWAS ICWA champion—Cuban Assassin; 1—Mr. Mickey Jay; 2—Brett Saw- 
yer; 3—Mr. Nice; 4—Jim Backlund; 5—The Surgeon General; 6—Navy Seal 
Gone Bad; 7—Big Bill Tyree; 8—Mad Bill Pain; 9—The Stormtrooper, 10—Mr. 
Electricity. 

IWF: IWF champion—title vacant; 1—Hercules Hemandez, 2—The Possessor; 
3—Chubby M.C.; 4—Greg Valentine, 5—Kendall Windham; 6—Cliff Anderson; 
7—Chris Proctor; 8—Nuclear Assassin; 9—Billy Brooks; 10—Bobby Rogers. 


PWA: PWA champion—The Hater; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Brad_Rheingans; 
3—Lightning Kid; 4—The Punisher, 5—Randy Gusto; 6—Tommy Ferrara; 7— 
Steve Berg; 8—Derrick Dukes; 9—Larry Cameron; 10—Billy Blaze. 

PWF: PWF champion—ttalian Stallion; 1—George South; 2—Flaming Youth; 
3—Crue! Connection ||; 4—Austin Steele; 5—Scotty McKeever, 6—Russian As- 
sassin; 7—Killdozer, 8—Star Ryder; 9—Gentleman James; 10—Mad Dog. 


USA: USA TV champion—Col. DeBeers; 1—Jimmy Snuka; 2—Bart Sawyer; 
3—Max Steele; 4—Larry Oliver; 5—John Rambo; 6—AI Madril; 7—Sumito; 8— 
Buddy Wayne; 9—C.W. Bergstrom; 10—Jesse Barr. 

WIN: WIN champion—A.C. Golden; 1—AJ. Fritzoid; 2—Chris Candido; 3— 
Agent Orange; 4—Pain; 5—The Spider, 6—Nick Tarentino; 7—Adrian Hall; 8— 
Morgus the Maniac; 9—Lightning Kid; 10—Ricky Blues. 

WWE: WWC Universal champion—Carlos Colon; 1—Invader |; 2—La Ley; 
3—Mr. Hughes; 4—The Equalizer, 5—Rex King; 6—Mohammad Hussein; 7— 
Ray Gonzalez, 8—E! Vigilante; 9—Victor Jovica; 40—Solid Gold 14 Karat. 
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Managing a new top 10. When Hulk Hogan and 
Brutus Beefcake announced that they had hired Jimmy 
Hart as their new manager, it sent shock waves 
through the sport. Since that earth-shattering procla- 
mation took place, we figured it was a good a time as 
any to rate the top 10 managers in wrestling for the 
period ending March 22: 


TOP 10 MANAGERS 


1—HARLEY RACE 
WCW World champion Big Van Vader 
2—MR. FUJI 
Yokozuna 
3—JIMMY HART 
Hulk Hogan, Brutus Beefcake 
4—JIM CORNETTE 
SMW tag champions The Heavenly Bodies 
5—BERT PRENTICE 
Brian Christopher, Mike Samples 
6—HARVEY WIPPLEMAN 
Giant Gonzales 
7—RICHARD LEE 
The Moondogs 
8—RON WRIGHT 
SMW champion “Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony 
9—PAUL BEARER 
The Undertaker 
10—HUNTER Q. ROBBINS III 
ECW/WWA tag champions The Super Destroyers 


Bubbling under: Slick (Kamala), Nasty Ronnie (Mongo- 
lian Stomper), Gaston B. Means (The Bad Breed), Afa 
(The Headshrinkers). 

Analysis: Race now ranks as the top manager in the 
sport, as well as a manager of champions: He’s led 
both Vader and Lex Luger to the WCW World title ... 
Fuji, an also-ran ring general in years past, has re- 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 180 wrestlers in 19 different categories. Itis a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


a = bounded in a big way with 
Yokozuna, the sport's top 
new star ... We can’t believe 
\ that Hart manages Hogan and 
a Beefcake, either. Only time 
4 wnat will tell if his intentions are 
— 
truly honorable ... Cornette 


. . 
remains a focal point for the 


Bs sport, recently leading Tom 
3 Prichard, Stan Lane, and Bobby 
Woo Eaton into WCW.. However, 
Harley Race the “Louisville Slugger” has 


been having a hard time keeping his trio harmonious 
.-» The rotund Prentice is clearly the most powerful 
manager in the USWA, with his prime jewel being 
Christopher, a true young superstar ... Gonzales is 
suddenly a feared man, and 
he should thank the wily 
Wippleman for turning his 
fortunes around ... Lee’s new 
Moondogs of Spot and Splash 
are constantly in the hunt for 
the USWA tag team title, but 
The Harlem Knights have prov- 
en to be formidable opposi- 
tion ... Wright, the wheel- 
chair-bound (by choice!) 
leader of Anthony, has kept 
his man on top of Smoky Mountain since August of 
1992 ,.. Robbins has pulled off a rare coup: He’s led 
his massive tag team, The Super Destroyers, to titles in 
two different federations. 


Paul Bearer 


We're back! Care to comment on our manager rat- 
ings or other aspects of our rankings? Send your mail 
to: “Ratings Analysis,” clo Wrestling Classics, Box 956, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. O 


WHEN CAPT, LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN! 


‘«)ve been around the sport of professional wrestling for 40 years, and I've read 
every story in the world’s best wrestling magazines—PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED, THE WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, AND WRESTLING 91. 


“As ‘Captain’ of the WRESTLING CLASSICS magazine, it is my privilege to 
gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
into one very special publication. WRESTLING CLASSICS is a must-read for 

fans who want to know a little bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 
terday's match!’’ 


ALIMITED NUMBER OF CAPT. LOU ALBANO PRESENTS. . . 
WRESTLING CLASSICS—EACH WITH FOUR PAGES OF 
DAZZLING COLOR—ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST $3 EACH! 


& 4 


| Make check payable and send to: ONLY S 


Please send me the back issues |’ve checked. . Ri 


{ For all orders except U.S., y 
| delivered by air mail. Int'l money order in U 


1 Nov. 1989: Exclusive Photos Of A Lifetime! Hulk Hogan—From The Cradle 
To The Throne. Plus: Rhodes (1982), Flair (1980), Snuka (1981), Sullivan (1973), 
Rich-Sawyer (1984), Lord Al Hays (1973). Classic Ratings (1979), Future 
Classics: Savage, Steamboat. 


1D Jan. 1990: Roddy Piper's Title Match With Ric Flair Ends In Chaos! (1983). 
Plus: Sammartino (1977), Von Raschke (1972), Zbyszko (1981), Rhodes (1977), 
Andre-Ladd (1977), Hogan-Blackwell (1982), Kevin Von Erich (1984). Classic 
Ratings (1975). Future Classics: Sting, Warior-Rude. 


Cl March 1990: The Most Vicious Wrestlers Of Our Time: Terry Funk (1976), 
Kowalski (1972), Sheik (1974), Brody (1983), Hogan (1980), Blassie (1982), 
Steele (1973), Abdullah (1982), Hansen (1978). Classic Ratings (1980). Future 
Classics: AWA Team Series, Valentine-Garvin. 


0 April 1990: A Decade Of Feuds: Bruno-Zbyszko (1980), Andre-Khan (1981), 
Backlund-Snuka (1982), Piper-Valentine (1984), Slaughter-Sheik (1984), Flair- 
Nikita (1985), Hogan-Omdorff (1986). Classic Ratings (1980), Future Classics: 
Duggan, Luger. 


© May 1990: Shockers! The World Title Upsets That Changed History: Rich- 
Race (1981), Koloff-Sammartino (1971), Graham-Sammartino (1977), Andre-Ho- 
gan (1988), Thesz-Rogers (1973), Stasiak-Morales (1974), Funk -Brisco (1976) 
Classic Ratings (1972). Future Classics: Andre & Haku, Zenk 


1 July 1990: WrestleMania! The Grandeur & The Glory: An In-Depth Look At 
WrestleManias |-V. Classic WrestleMania VI Foldout: Hogan-Uttimate Warrior 
Classic Ratings (1985). Future Classics: Skyscrapers-Road Warriors, Lawier- 

JYD. 


(0 Sept. 1990: Capt. Lou Albano Picks . . . The Ugliest Wrestlers Ever! Firpo 
(1972), Bundy (1984), Mayne (1973), Curry (1985), Steele (1978), Abdullah 
(1976), Rhodes (1982), Kabuki (1982), Missing Link (1985). Classic Ratings: 
(1982). Future Classics: Orndortf, Onent Express. 


C0 Nov. 1990; The Legion Of Doom—They Dine On Danger And Snack On 
Death: Six stories tracing The Road Warriors’ brilliant career. Bonus: The Great- 
est Tag Teams In History. Classic Ratings: (1983), Future Classics: Savage-Eliz- 
abeth, Kevin Von Erich. 


1 Jan. 1991: Wrestling Reaches New Heights: A Specsal Tribute To The 
Sport's Giants: Andre (1974), Baba (1970), Studd (1983), Vicious (1989), Ladd 
(1976), Hogan (1983), Convict (1970), Andre-Jonathan (1972). Classic Ratings: 
(1973). Future Classics: Sting, Kerry Von Erich. 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
BOX 956 
i FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 | enclose $3 for each issue c i 
| NAME eames 
ADDRESS APT#. 
Print your name 
STATE ZIP and address clearly 


lou must add $1.50 for each issue to be delivered by boat mail, and $3 for each issue to be 
'S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


©] March 1991: Tag Team Of World Champions! The Ultimate Warrior & Sting: 
Can It Happen Again? Plus: Valentine (1972), Flair (1977), Martel (1885), Slaugh- 
ter (1989), Tolos (1973), Atlas (1981), Sammartino (1979). Classic Ratings: 
(1976), Future Classics: Pillman, Bossman. 


[1 May 1991: Sgt. Slaughter—The Rise And Fall Of An American Hero. Four 
stories tracing his controversial career. Plus: Mixed Matches (1971), Hansen-idol 
(1984), Thesz (1973), Igor-Hogan (1981), Rivera (1973). Classic Ratings: (1986), 
Future Classics: Nasty Boys, Vicious. 


1 July 1991: The Pretty Killer: Don't Be Misled By Their Looks! Stanlee (1965), 
Lewin (1963), Von Erichs (1986), Steamboat-Bockwinkel (1979), Martel (1984), 
Piliman (1990), Bravo (1975). Classic Ratings: (1972). Future Classics: Ultimate 
Warrior, Scott Putski, 

© Sept. 1991: Wrestiing’s Greats! (Before They Were Great). Andre (1971), Di- 
Biase (1980), Hennig (1988), Jarrett (1988), Freebirds (1981), Hansen (1976), 
Flair (1976), Hogan (1981), Justice (1988), Windham (1981), Zbyszko (1974). 
Classic Ratings: (1981). Future Classics: Flair, Mountie-Bossman. 


[INov. 1991: 20 Years (Or Better!)—And Still Going Strong! Lawler (1976), Ter- 
ty Funk (1975), van Kolotf (1974), Slater (1975), Colon (1984), Mascaras (1977), 
Race (1975), Fon Garvin (1968), Snuka (1978), Valentine (1982), Murdoch 
(1981). Classic Ratings: (1984). Future Classics: Gigante, Warlord. 


(Jan, 1992: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: History's Role In The History-Making 

Bout. Seven stories that explain why this is “The Fight Of The Century." Plus: 
Luger-Race (1985), Battle Royals, Siento Rodriguez (1969). Classic Ratings: 

(1987). Future Classics: Flair, Hogan. 


(i March 1992: The Bodies Beautiful: Wrestiing’s Sculpted Superstars. Atlas 
(1985), Haws (1987), Kerry Von Erich & Billy Jack (1984), Vicious (1989), Gra- 
ham (1977), Luger (1986), Hogan & Patera (1983), Rude & Omdorif (1988), Mari- 
no (1974), Thomas (1972). Classic Ratings: (1972). Future Classics: Rockers, 
Embry-Prichard. 


Cl Spring 1992: Wresting's Fabulous Females: Gorgeous But Deadly. Baby 
Doll(1988), Vachon (1972), Simmes (1987), Sunshine (1987), Madusa-Hyatt 
(1988), Laverne (1972), Elizabeth (1989), Dark Journey-Hyatt (1987), Casey 
(1972), Grable (1973), Woman (1990). Ciassic Ratings: (1975). 


(CSummer 1992: Macho Madness! Seven stories tracing the exciting and con- 


troversial career of Randy Savage. Plus: LA. Battle Royal (1970), Heenan-Hays 
(1980), Albano & Altimore (1974), Blood Money (1985). Classic Ratings: (1988). 


in case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice:____— 
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Recently a group of top scientific writers 
gathered to discuss one of wrestling’s most 
puzzling questions: Is Fred Blassie 

aiding or ruining Hulk Hogan’s career. 
The consensus opinion may shock you 


Hulk Hogan works over Gorilla Monsoon ina battle of super heavyweights at Madison 
Square Garden (left). Many feel that Hogan should be wearing the WWF championship 
belt by now, but he is being ill-advised by his manager, Fred Blassie (right). 


AUL QUINN dragged deeply 
on a filtered cigarette, glanced 
at the three glossy photos of Hulk 
Hogan and shook his head. 
“Damned if I can understand 
why this guy isn’t champion of the 
WWF,” said Quinn, twitching as a 
loud disco song blared from the 
jukebox in the corner of the 
paneled plush writers’ bar on the 
west side of Manhattan. Quinn 
sipped his drink and waved over 
the waitress. 
“Maggie, do mea favor.” Quinn 


pulled out a bill. “Drop some coins 
into the machine and play us some 
Maynard Ferguson and Miles 
Davis, huh? Enough of this.” 
Quinn jerked his head toward the 
trembling jukebox. 

Maggie smiled and_ shuffled 
away. In a few moments the 
pounding horn of Ferguson filled 
the bar. Quinn and the four other 
wrestling writers grinned and 
popped pretzels into their mouths. 

“I think Blassie’s ruining the 


” 


guy,” said Gary Morgenstein. 


“Hogan’s got incredible talent, 
size, whatever you're looking for in 
a pro wrestler, Hogan’s it. Okay, 
maybe he’s not Einstein upstairs, 
but he should be getting title shot 
after title shot, especially with that 
talent.” 

“Wouldn’t be the first time 
Blassie put the hooks into a career 
and flung it overboard,” said Matt 
Brock, lighting one cigarette with 
the dying embers of another. 
“look what he did to Victor 
Rivera. I always felt Rivera 


shoulda been one of the all-time 
greats. “Pound for pound, Rivera 
has more talent than anyone, 
including Sammartino. Yet Blassie 
twisted his head around and 
suddenly Rivera doesn’t know 
what the hell he’s doing. Kinda sad.” 

“Blassie almost hypnotizes 
wrestlers,” said Stu Saks. He 
winced and waved his head 
through the cloud of cigarette 
smoke. “You guys wanna blow in 
the other direction?” 

“1 don’t think it has so much to 


N'S CAREER ? 


do with whether a guy is 
intelligent,” said Bill Apter, 
tapping his fingers rhythmically to 
Ferguson’s rendition of 
“Birdland.” | think Hogan’s pretty 
smart and...” 

“Guy can't 
said Brock. 

“So?” 

“What do you mean, so? Need to 
figure out how to get from the 
dressing room to the ring,” 
snapped Brock. 

“Then he'll ask Fred,” replied 
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count, Bill,” 


il ee aes 
Blassie defended mat 
the experience of matching up against a man that equal 


"re 
neh. 


ching Hogan against Gorilla Monsoon, claiming that Hulk needed 


lands a karate chop to Hogan's throat (above). 


Apter. 

“That’s the point,” said Morgy. 
“He has to ask Blassie everything. 
Hogan has no mind of his own 
anymore, assuming he ever had 
more than steamed cauliflower. If 
he’d had some good, solid 
guidance, even someone like 
Skoaland, who is less emotional 
than a Blassie, Hogan might very 
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well be WWF champion.” 
“I don’t know about that.” said 


Saks, shaking his head and 
coughing. 

“Don’t think he’s that good?” 
asked Quinn. 


“I don’t know,” said Saks. “He 
has the physical dimensions, but 
you have to have the guile and the 
mind to plot the strategy. I think a 


led his strength. Monsoon 


manager’s strategy is 


very 
overrated. A classic example is 


Heenan and Bockwinkel. 
Whatever Heenan would say about 
this brilliant strategy or that kind, 
he still needed an_ intelligent 
enough wrestler to implement the 
strategy. I don’t know if Hogan has 
that sort of intellect.” 

“I don’t think it has anything to 


After reversing Monsoon's whip across 
the ring (above), Hogan follows up witha 
series of stomps (right). 

do with intelligence, Stu,” said 
Brock. “I think instinct is much 
more important. Hogan has the 
tough instincts. He knows what to 
do between the ropes. Yet Blassie’s 
filled him with so much stupid 
strategy and hateful thoughts that, 
once in trouble, Hogan thinks 
instead of reacting.” 

“If Hogan relied totally on pure 
brute strength and his instincts, 
like Matt suggests, he could 
overpower people,” said Morgy, 
finishing his drink. 

“What about Andre?” asked 
Apter. 

“Yeah?” asked Brock. 

“He can overpower people, but 
he doesn’t.” 

“Andre’s constrained by inner 
decency,” said Brock. “I always 
wondered whether Andre had the 
killer instinct any great wrestler 
needs. Hogan does have that killer 
instinct but fails to use it. And I 
blame Blassie for that.” 

“So we agree Blassie might ruin 
Hogan’s career?” asked Morgy. 

“Absolutely,” said Brock. “Next 
round’s on me.” 

“No, let me get it,” said Apter. 

“Okay,” Brock said, grinning. 

“Uh, could you lend me some 
money?” Apter begged. O 


Nick Bockwinkel Forces 
AND ONLY THE FANS 


Hulk Hogan was viewed 
by many as the most po- 
tent threat to Nick Bock- 
winkel’s AWA World 
championship. Incredi- 
bly, and with no small 
difficulty, Bockwinkel 
fought back that chal- 
lenge with such fervor 
that Hogan chose to 

_ leave the AWA com- 
@eiely. Now, AWA fans 
are circulating a petition 
to bring Hogan back to 
their area 


HE UNIFORMED GUARD at 

the Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter- 
national Airport stared wide-eyed 
as the huge man approached the 
passenger X-ray area. The suit- 
case that he was carrying seemed 
awkward in his huge hand, much 
as a toy suitcase would appear 
awkward in a child’s hand. 

Hulk Hogan smiled at the guard 
as she motioned him to pass 
through the X-ray machine. Ho- 
gan had to stoop slightly and turn 
to the side so that his head and 
shoulders would clear the relative- 
ly small passageway. 

Suitcase back in hand, Hogan 
made his way to the end of a 
long line of people waiting to have 
their tickets confirmed. At the ; 


Hulk Hogan Into Exile: 
CAN BRING HIM BACK | 


front of the line, a uniformed man 
stamped tickets and handed out 
seat assignments. A sign behind 
the man read: “Flight 702: Osaka, 
Japan.” 

Some small children recognized 
_Hogan and approached him shy- 
ly, asking for autographs. Always 
a gentleman, Hogan agreed, mak- 
ing small talk as he signed his 
name to a scrap of paper here, 
the back of an airline boarding 
pass there, and just about any 
other kind of ragtag piece of pa- 
per they thrust upon him. 

The children didn’t care how 
they got his autograph, they were 
simply overwhelmed at the fact 
that they were able to get Ho- 
gan’s signature at all. 

Before long, a few more fans 
surrounded Hogan. They were 
older fans, more knowledgeable 
about Hogan’s career in the 
AWA, both past and_ present. 
They asked for more than auto- 
graphs; they wanted answers. 

“Hulk, is it true that you’re leav- 
ing the AWA permanently be- 
cause you’re disgusted with Nick 
Bockwinkel and Bobby Heenan?” 

The line inched forward, and 
the fans followed Hogan as he 
searched for an answer to the 
fan’s question. 

Hogan’s eyebrows knitted to- 
gether, and one could@nagine 
him rerunning the events of the 

(Continued on page 62) 


Every issue, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive press 
conference with a top wrestling 
star. The questions will be 
demanding. And the answers will 
reveal the innermost thoughts of 
the giants of the sport 


(When Hulk Hogan was wrestling 
in the WWF back in 1980 and 
1981, he was one of the most 
hated men in all of professional 
wrestling. Under the manage- 
ment of Fred Blassie, he received 
several title shots against then- 
WWF champion Bob Backlund. 
Four years later he has won that 
title, and in doing so has ironi- 
cally become one of the most 
popular men in the WWF. Hogan 
defeated The Iron Sheik for the 
title in New York City’s Madison 
Square Garden on January 23 in 
a match that lasted only 5:40. 
Amid great controversy, Hogan 
had been declared the number 
one contender to face Iron Sheik 
in that title match following an 
j f announcement by Backlund that 

he would be unable to wrestle in 
the rematch with the Sheik due 


; 2 to injuries sustained prior to, and 
— y oy aggravated during, his December 
After losing the WWF title to Hulk Hogan, The Iron Sheik makes the mistake of trying to sneak- 26 Madison Squar e Carden title 
attack the new champion, and gets thrown out of the ring for his efforts. loss. Hogan was preparing to 
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“There isn't anyone in the WWF who can give me a decent 
match. Not Paul Orndorff, not Masked Superstar, not Greg 
Valentine, not Roddy Piper. I'll steamroll over them like I 
steamrolled over The Iron Sheik.” 


leave for Japan when Editor-in- 


Chief Peter King, Senior Editor 


Bill Apter, and Assistant Editor 
Stephen Medwid spoke with him 
about the title match with the 
Sheik and the controversial be- 
ginning to his title reign.) 


PETER KING: | supose congratula- 
_ tions are in order, Hulk! 

HULK HOGAN: Thank you, Peter. 
You know, | feel really good about 
this title. No, | feel better than 
good, | feel great. | feel fantastic. 
This is Hulk-a-Mania on the loose, 
and now the good people of New 
York are able to see the Incredible 
One first hand! 

BILL APTER: Hulk, there has been 
a lot of controversy surrounding 
your title win over Iron Sheik ... 
HH: Don’t | know it! 

BA: ... and | think we owe it to 
our readers to ask you the ques- 
tions that they would be asking 
you if they were here. 


By defeating the Sheik, Hulk Hogan has pro- 
vided a lift for wrestling fans throughout the 
Northeast. 


HH: Fire away! 

BA: Well, first of all, your number 
one ranking in the WWF. 
STEPHEN MEDWID: That’s right. 
We all know about the injuries 


that Bob Backlund suffered when 
he tried to perform The Iron 
Sheik’s training exercise with the 
Iranian clubs, and we know how 
those injuries became worse in 
his title match with Sheik. 

BA: That’s why [Backlund’s man- 
ager, Arnold] Skaaland threw in 
the towel. 

SM: But | think what people 
want to know is, do you feel you 
deserved your number one rank- 
ing so soon after coming to the 
WWF area? 

HH: Hey, who else, daddy? This is 
Hulk-a-Mania we're talking about. 
The people know me, they’ve seen 
me, they’ve looked upon the mol- 
ten mountain of lust and had their 
collective voices heard. When 
Hulk-a-Mania runs wild, people sit 
up and take notice. When Hulk-a- 
Mania runs wild, it runs wild ev- 
erywhere! Who else would they 
even consider for a title shot? 
PK: Perhaps Jimmy Snuka or Tito 
Santana or Ivan Putski or ... 
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HH: Hold on there, hold on ... 


PK: Any of these men were fully 
deserving of a title shot. Now se- 
riously, without any talk of “Hulk- 
a-Mania,” why do you feel you 
were more deserving of a title 
shot than these other men? 


HH: | am not the WWF ratings 
committee. They ranked me num- 
ber one contender, and | was 
happy to take the match. | was 
more than happy to take the 
match, because | can squash The 
Iron Sheik any day of the week. 
But | hear what you’re saying, and 
the only answer | can give you is 
to say: Talk to the WWF officials 
on the ratings committee. Ask 
them why they ranked me number 
one. Then we'll both know. 


BA: I've heard rumors that when 
you found out that The Iron 
Sheik had won the title from 


Backlund, you really wanted to * arr ate aE . pear 

ogan has made successful title defenses against Masked Superstar (above) and Paul Orndorff, but 
come to the WWF because you many people are beginning to question whether or not deserving scientific wrestlers like Jimmy Snuka, 
knew you could beat him, and Tito Santana, and Ivan Putski will get their chance. 


The feud between Hogan and David Shultz, which began last year in the AWA, threatens to intensify in the WWF. 


Shultz, who is managed by Roddy Piper, bites into Hogan's forehead (above left). The Hulk retaliates by slamming 
Doctor D’s head into the ringpost (above right). 
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that your contract stipulated that 
you wouldn't come to the WWF 
unless you were guaranteed a ti- 
tle shot against Sheik. 

SM: Bill, do you know what 
you're saying? 

BA: Yes, | think | do. 

SM: Well, | don’t think Hulk has 
to answer that if he doesn’t want 
to. 

HH: All | can say is what | said 
before, my men: Speak to the 
WWF ratings committee. 

PK: Fair enough. | think we 
should move on to other topics. 
''d like to ask you something, 
Hulk, and this has to do with the 
fact that you are one of the most 
formidable men in the entire 
sport ... 

HH: What do you mean, one of? 
PK: All right, let’s say the most 
formidable man in the sport. 
You're 68”. You weight 320 
pounds, very little of it flab. 
HH: None of it flab! 

PK: Do you honestly believe that 
there is anyone who can defeat 
you in a title match? 

HH: Absolutely not. There isn’t a 
man in the entire sport who can 
defeat me. The WWF belt is 
around my waist to stay. 

SM: What about Nick Bock- 
winkel? You've wrestled him sev- 
eral times for the AWA title, and 
failed to win it. 

HH: Listen to me, and this is the 
last thing I’m going to say, the last 
question I’m going to answer. 
Bockwinkel cheated. He intention- 
ally got himself disqualified to save 
his title. If | had a fair match with 
him, | would have been AWA 
champion long ago. As for my 
WWF title, | will not intentionally 
disqualify myself ever. And you’re 
right, Peter, there isn’t anyone in 
the WWF who can give me a de- 
cent match. Not Paul Orndorff, 
not Masked Superstar, not Greg 
Valentine, not Roddy Piper—none 
of them. I'll steamroll over them 
like | steamrolled over The Iron 
Sheik, Hulk-a-Mania is here to stay, 
and that’s the bottom line. 0 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 


SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include; Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n' Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal. 

FALL 1988/Color pinup: Madusa Miceli, Stories 
include: Savage, Hyatt, Von Erich, Triple Dome, 
Demolition, Steamboat, Heenan, Lawler. 
WINTER 1988/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Sto- 
ties include: DiBiase, Flair, Duggan, Sting, Pip- 
er, Luger, Brody. 

SPRING 1989/Color pinup: Rick Steamboat. 
Stories include: Bigelow, Lawler, Blazer, Sting, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Jake-Andre, Powers of Pain. 
SUMMER 1989/Color pinup: Sting & Lex 
Luger. Stories include: Hogan, Von Erich, Sting 
& Ultimate, Warriors, Nikita, Luger. 


A 
WINTER 1985 SUMMER 19866 
WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 
FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 
WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
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THE HULKSTER COULDN'T 
AVENGE HILLBILLY JIM 


When Brutus Beefcake seriously injured Hillbilly Jim, 
everyone was certain that Hulk Hogan would avenge his 
friend and protege. It was not to be. On this night, Hogan’s 
respect for his title almost cost him his title! 
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Hogan winds up and fires a right at Beefcake (above). Beefcake 


se is yy 


champion (right) and lets him slump to the canvas (below). 


HEN A MAN is young and 


failure is only a threat, he 
believes anything is possible. His in- 
tegrity will always be protected, 
wrongs will always be avenged and 
justice will be achieved if the will is 
there to achieve it. This optimism is 
what makes youth such a special 
time. 

Eventually, this optimism is bat- 
tered by experience. Integrity is 
compromised, wrongs go un- 
avenged, and justice is too often an 
ideal never realized. That doesn’t 
mean you give up what you be- 
lieve, but you know that each cru- 
sade may end in failure. You also 
know when the odds get too great, 
when sanity must prevail, even the 
best must surrender to the 


inevitable. 

WWF champion Hulk Hogan has 
been through too many changes in 
too many places not to know he 
can't always succeed. Though the 
cause be just and the enemies wick- 
ed, success is rarely perfect and fail- 
ure is never easy to accept. All a 
man can expect of himself is to live 
as nobly as he can and hope for 
the best. 

Every professional wrestler, sci- 
entific or rulebreaker, knows this. 
The sport breeds it into you like a 
disease. And like a disease, at first 
the effects are devastating. Then 
slowly but surely you recover, but 
never again are you able to face 
life with the confidence you en- 
joyed before the illness. Whatever 


puts the bearhug on the WWF 


happens, failure, like illness, stays 
within you and haunts you forever. 

Yet Hogan is champion, Hogan is 
a hero, and Hogan has responsibil- 
ities. He was and is a great friend 
of Hillbilly Jim, a young and inno- 
cent wrestler who the fans took to 
their hearts. Like many other wres- 
tlers whose enthusiasm overcame 
his sense, Jim challenged a man for 
whom he he wasn’t yet ready. In 
this case, the man was the hated 
Brutus Beefcake, who is managed 
by Luscious John Valiant, one of 
the wiliest and meanest veterans 
ever to come down the pike. Val- 
iant is also a very ambitious man. 
He knew what a convincing victory 
over Jim would do for Beefcake’s 
career. He also knew the more 
damage Beefcake could inflict, the 
more fame he’d enjoy. 

Beefcake and Valiant got what 
they wanted. Using a maneuver 
that could cripple a man as well as 
end a match, Beefcake sent Jim 
sprawling to the canvas. Observers 
said that the man’s kneecap was 
pushed up into his thigh. The ago- 
ny of the moment was one thing. 
The tragedy comes from knowing 
Jim will be out of wrestling for 
(Continued on page 70) 
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WWE World champion 
Hulk Hogan looks to the 
crowd for inspiration after he 
_ finally gains the advantage 
over Andre the Giant in their 
es match at WrestleMania 
Til. 


Andre lifts Hogan up for a bodyslam. For 
years, the Giant had been waiting for a title 
shot, He finally got his chance after turning 
rulebreaker and hiring Bobby Heenan to 
manage him. This shocked the champion, 
who says he had admired and respected An- 
dre for many years. 


‘Ub 
we 3 


The champion slugs An- 
dre. Many fans thought 
that Andre was terribly 
out-of-shape for the 
match, therefore Hogan’s 
victory was less impressive 
than it should haye been. 
Nevertheless, Hogan has 
proven he is the man to 
beat in the WWE. 


At WrestleMania III 


The largest indoor crowd in 
North American history was 
on hand at The Pontiac 
Silverdome to witness an 
epic confrontation between 
WWE World champion 
Hulk Hogan and the 
undefeated Andre the 
Giant. When it was over, 
Hogan was crowned, once 
and forever, the Giant killer! 


ISTORY HAS A strange way of 

repeating itself. Lightning 
sometimes does strike twice. What 
goes around does come around. 
And so it was in the opening mo- 
ments of the main event at Wrestle- 
Mania III, when Andre the Giant had 
Hulk Hogan pinned to the mat, and 
the WWF World championship belt 
seemed to be within his grasp. 

Suddenly, it was August 1980 in 
New York’s Shea Stadium, when the 
beloved Andre the Giant, still unde- 
feated, still the people’s champion, 
took on a hated young up-and-com- 
er named Hulk Hogan. Andre un- 
leashed the full force of his enor- 
mous strength and had Hogan at a 
disadvantage for most of that match. 
In the end, Andre delivered a power- 
slam to pin Hogan, but in the follow- 
ing days, videotapes of the match 
revealed that Hogan had thrown An- 
dre off just as the referee made the 
three-count. 

The decision stood. Seven years 
later, WWF World champion Hulk 
Hogan got revenge. 

Not more than 10 seconds had 
elapsed in their epic March 29 bout 
at The Pontiac Silverdome when Ho- 
gan tried to slam Andre but fell 
backward under his own weight. An- 
dre covered Hogan for the pin, and 
referee Joe Marella gave the three- 
count. But, Hogan had lifted his 
shoulder a fraction of a second be- 


(Continued on page 64) 
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Halfway To Immortality: 


TLR HOGAN TARGETS 
RUNO'S RECORD WWF RLE REIGN 


Seven years, eight months, and one day. That’s the length of Bruno 
Sammartino’s record WWF World heavyweight title reign. Hulk Hogan 
has just about reached the halfway point to Bruno’s record, and as his 
title reign grows longer, questions persist about his ability to catch 
“The Living Legend” 
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By Matt Brock 


REMEMBER THE night like it 
was yesterday. May 17, 1963, a 
Friday night at the old Madison 
Square Garden in New York. On 
this very special evening a young- 
ster from Abruzzi, Italy, named 
Bruno Sammartino took on Buddy 
Rogers for the WWF heavyweight 
championship. 

Sammartino won the belt, the 
crowd stood and cheered for what 
seemed like hours, and afterward, 
everybody went out and celebrated 
the crowning of a new champion. 
Probably nobody in the arena that 
night suspected that Sammartino 
would hold the belt for as long as 
he did: seven years, eight months, 
and one day. He finally lost the title 
to Ivan Koloff on Monday, January 
18, 1971, at the new Garden, but 
Bruno had long since taken his 
place alongside the great sports dy- 


able as Joe DiMaggio’s 96-game hit- 
ting streak and Lou Gehrig’s con- 
secutive-games-played streak,” said 
Backlund, who has sworn that he 
would never again step foot in the 
ring until he received a shot at Ho- 
gan. “Besides, even if it’s not un- 
touchable, I can’t imagine a man 
like Hogan getting even close to it. 
Hogan might be almost halfway, 
but that’s not close. I had the belt 
for almost six years and didn’t con- 
sider myself within range. 

“The thing that gives him a 
chance is that Hogan’s facing much 
weaker competition that I did,” 
Backlund continued. “Remember, 
Superstar Graham and The Iron 
Sheik were after me for a good 
part of those five years, but who's 
Hogan wrestling these days? Harley 
Race? He's well past his prime. Kill- 
er Khan? He’s dangerous—he broke 
Andre the Giant's leg—but he’s a 

(Continued on page 61) 


nasties of all time. Hulk Hogan prepares to piledrive Paul Orndorff (above). Bruno Sammartino lifts Baron Von 
He would have another long title Raschke off his feat with a blow to the midsection during a 1967 match (below). Bruno reigned as 


. WWE World champion for a 7'2-year stretch, a record that Hogan will find tough to beat. 
reign, from December 10, 1973, to 


April 30, 1977, but that first one is 
still the longest in the history of the 
WWF. Nobody has ever held the 
belt longer. When people talk about 
“The Living Legend,” I know what 
they’re taking about. The greatest 
grappler to ever step foot in the 
squared circle. 

I bring this up because, if nothing 
changes, WWF World champion 
Hulk Hogan will be halfway to the 
record this November. This is espe- 
cially interesting because Hogan has 
received more publicity in his 3% 
years as champion than Bruno ever 
had. And that’s a shame, because in 
his wildest dreams, Hogan will nev- 
er be half the wrestler Sammartino 
was. 

That’s my opinion, of course. But 
it’s also the opinion of Bob Back- 
lund, whose World championship 
reign of five years, 10 months, and 
six days is second only to Sammar- 
tino’s. Backlund came within two 
years of Sammartino’s record, and 
during his quest he realized just 
how elusive it was. 

“Bruno’s title reign is as untouch- 


The Bitter Truth: 


HULK HOGAN 
~ CAN'T COPE 

WITH BEING 
EX-CHAMPION! 


ne 


Hulk Hogan just doesn’t look the same without the WWF World title belt 
Strapped around his waist (left). In his final fateful match as champion, “The 
Hulkster” slugs Andre the Giant (above). 


Hulk Hogan may have been robbed of his championship belt, 
but he was not robbed of his fighting spirit. The man who 
graciously passed the torch to Randy Savage is no longer 

content to remain in the background. His full-time return is 
quickly appoaching, and no one knows exactly what to 
expect when it happens! 
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HEN SPEAKING OF an af- 

fair of the heart, it’s often 

been said that a man doesn’t know 
what he has until he loses it. Simi- 
larly, to take away the prized pos- 
sessions of a man’s career is to 
strip him of the basis for his pride. 
It’s the same thing for Hulk Ho- 
gan, even though he’s a happily 
married man and a new father. 
One of the most popular and in- 
stantly recognizable athletes in the 
history of sports, Hogan is current- 
ly without the one possession that 
solidified his claim as a legitimate, 
modern-day idol: the World Wres- 
tling Federation heavyweight 


championship. 

To Hogan, four years with the 
tile passed too quickly. Four 
months without it has seemed like 
an etemity. Although a man who 


supposedly is his friend, Randy 
Savage, currently claims the cham- 
pionship, life just hasn’t been the 
same for Hogan without a gold 
belt around his waist. 

“All he talks about is getting his 
title back,” said a WWF source. 

Those within the WWF expect- 
ed Hogan to kick back his sizable 
feet and take a well-deserved rest 
following the WrestleMania IV title 
tournament, during which he bat- 
tled to a double-disqualification 
with Andre the Giant. Hogan did 
take off a great deal of time after 
that point, as his wife, Linda, was 
pregnant with their first child. Like 
any prospective father and caring 
husband, Hogan tumed his 
thoughts to his loved ones. On 
May 9, the Hogans became the 
proud parents of Brooke, their first 


Hogan was an incredibly popular wrestler, and he maintains that following despite the loss of his belt. 


daughter. 

Although he has curtailed his 
schedule, many people around 
him believe that Hogan can’t wait 
to return to the ring on a full-time 
basis. “The Hulkster’s” drive and 
determination could be seen at a 
recent match in New Haven, Con- 
necticut, as the former champion 
annihilated the Russian Boris 
Zukhov. 

Hogan wasn’t even supposed to 
make a ring appearance during 
that card. Reportedly, Hogan con- 
tacted WWF officials the day be- 
fore the card and practically 
begged for a match. Apparently, 
any layoff is not sufficient for Ho- 
gan, at least not as long as he is 
known as a former champion. 

“He said he just had to wrestle,” 
said the WWF source after the 


But he fears that if he doesn’t regain the title soon, Hulkamania may start running on empty. 
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Hogan still enjoys greeting the fans (above), but that 
doesn’t compare to the satisfaction he gets when he 
comes to the aid of his friends, like WWF World champion 


Randy Savage and Elizabeth (right). 


New Haven card. “He said he’d 
wrestle anybody; he didn’t care 
who it was. It was a really pleasant 
surprise for the fans. I think he 
may even begin to resume a full- 
time schedule sooner than was ex- 
pected. But he still seems bitter 
about the way he lost his title.” 

Many former titleholders know 
what it is to lose a championship. 
Hogan may be suffering from a 
similar feeling of emptiness. 

“Tt leaves a hole in you that 
nothing else but another champi- 
onship can fill,” said former WWF 
champion Pedro Morales to Senior 
Editor Bill Apter not long after he 
lost the WWF title to Stan Stasiak 
in December 1973, ending a title 
reign of nearly three years. “I have 
more time to be home with my 
family now, but it’s not the same 
anymore. I look over at the trophy 
case and the belt is not there. All 
it does is make you want to go out 
and get your title back, baby. It's 
hard to describe, but I know I 
must regain that belt. It’s very im- 
portant to me. I guess it’s a matter 
of pride,” 

Apparently, Hogan is feeling the 
same pangs that Morales once ex- 
perienced. He also has the same 
problem that Morales had after the 
Puerto Rican star lost the belt: A 
fan favorite holds the title. Stasiak 
held the belt for only nine short 
days when Bruno Sammartino, the 
most popular wrestler of his era, 
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defeated him to begin his second 
lengthy title reign. Instantly, Mo- 
rales’ dream of regaining the belt 
ended. WWF officials rarely match 
two scientific stars for the title. 

Although the World title is not 
the only belt Hogan could strive 
for, it is unlikely that the Interconti- 
nental championship, currently 
held by The Honky Tonk Man, is 
enough of a prize for Hogan. It 
was through the World champion- 
ship that Hogan became a mult- 
media celebrity, as well as one of 
the highest-paid athletes in sports. 
The WWF's number-two champi- 
onship is probably a weak sister in 
the eyes of the Venice Beach 
giant. 

Compounding the rumors of Ho- 
gan’s discontent is the fact that 
Savage is proving to be a popular 
and capable champion. Fans have 
rallied behind Savage and his 
beautiful manager, Elizabeth, and 
are flocking to the arenas to see 
the new champion in action. Ho- 
gan has never been accused of 
lacking an ego. Could it be that 
Hogan is afraid of becoming lost in 
the shuffle? 

“T wouldn't bet against it,” said a 
former WWF wrestler who asked 
that his name be withheld. 
“There’s always so much going on 
in wrestling. Hogan will never al- 
low anyone to gain control of his 
territory. He’ll be champion again 
before you know it. I’d bet he 


can’t stand what’s going on right 
now. Even Savage may be fair 
game in his eyes. He feels he’s 
been robbed, and he’s still very 
angry.” 

“He does seem frustrated,” the 
WWF source agreed. “But he’s 
anxious to get going again so he 
can get his revenge on Ted DiBi- 
ase, the man who he thinks cost 
him his title back on February 5. 
He also isn’t finished with Andre.” 

Many explanations have been of- 
fered for Hogan’s restlessness, but 
most observers are in agreement 
about one thing: Hogan misses be- 
ing WWF champion. Hopefully, Ho- 
gan is mature enough to vent his 
frustrations on men like Andre the 
Giant and DiBiase, the wrestlers 
who were tnily responsible for his 
losing the title. 

Sometimes, though, desperate 
situations yield desperate mea- 
sures. A lust for power has led 
both Andre and Paul Omdorff to 
tum against Hogan in the past. Is 
Hogan capable of turing against 
Savage to regain the WWF World 
title? Or will Hogan be content to 
support Savage—for the time be- 
ing, at least? 

In his current state, Hogan con- 
tinues to be one of the most 
feared men in wrestling. Those 
who stand in his way are likely to 
be struck down. 

Title or not, some things never 
change. OD 
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HULKAMANIA 
REBORN! 


Hulk Hogan Regains 
The WWE World Title 


By Bill Apter 


O TRULY APPRECIATE what 

Hulk Hogan accomplished at 
WrestleMania V, one must consider 
the entire history of the WWF and 
its World champions. Among the 10 
men, in a span of time covering 26 
years, only two have won the cov- 
eted title twice. Only two men have 
overcome the mental stress of fall- 
ing from the mountain and found 
within themselves the means to 
climb back up. 

One, Bruno Sammartino, is wide- 
ly regarded as the best wrestler in 
the sport’s history. The other, Ho- 
gan, took a large step toward gain- 
ing the universal respect of the 
wrestling world—including Sammar- 
tino himself. 

“T was the only man to ever re- 
gain the title after losing it, and | 
was proud of that achievement,” 
Sammartino said. “I've been critical 


of Hogan’s wrestling ability, but he 
must have a lot of guts to do what 
he did. Let me tell you something, 
once you've had the title once, it 
becomes a little harder to get up 


Hulk Hogan escaped from Randy Savage’s grasp 
to again win the WWF title. 

the motivation to get it back. I did 
it, Hogan's done it, but nobody else 
has. He should be proud of what 
he’s done.” 


Indeed, Hogan was justifiably 


beaming after his victory. As he 
pranced around the ring and posed 
for the 20,000 in the Atlantic City 
Convention Center for nearly five 
minutes, the cheers of the crowd 
rained down upon him. It was a 
typical Hogan celebration, but it 
came after an atypical Hogan win. 
Thanks to a brilliant performance 
by Savage, Hogan was closer to 
getting pinned than he had ever 
been in his WWF tenure. 

Savage frustrated Hogan from 
the outset by constantly bounding 
in and out of the ring. The two 
former friends didn’t physically 
make contact until the 1:18 mark. 
Although Hogan maintained brief 
control, Savage continued to gain a 
decisive psychological advantage. 
At one point, knowing that Hogan 
wouldn't harm Elizabeth, Savage 
hid behind his former manager, 
frustrating the “Hulkster” even more. 

But Savage’s game plan had only 


History indicated that Hulk Hogan would never regain the WWE 
World title after he lost it on February 5, 1988. But the 
‘‘Hulkster’’ has spent his entire career doing the impossible. At 
WrestleMania V, Hogan proved to Randy Savage—and the 
world—that there’s never been anything like Hulkamania! 
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begun to take form. He climbed 
onto the ring apron, sat on the mid- 
dle rope, taunted Hogan, and invit- 
ed him back into the ring. Hogan 
obliged, but he had lost another 
round in the emotional battle. 
Then it was time for Savage to 
get dirty. He inflicted the first real 
punishment of the match by poking 
Hogan in the eye. With the advan- 
tage illegally gained, Savage then 
came crashing down with his dou- 
ble-axhandle and covered Hogan 
for the first two-count of the match. 
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Savage pulls Elizabeth between him and the 
“Hulkster”’ (above). Hogan readies a punch for 
the “Macho Man” (top right) and tosses him 
out of the ring (right). 


Hogan kicks Savage in the head (left) and covers 
him for the pin (below). Hogan becomes the 
second man to hold the WWF title twice; Bruno 
Sammartino was the first. 


The “Hulkster” managed to re- 
gain control by ramming Savage's 
head into the turnbuckle and deliv- 
ering a vicious clothesline. The 
champ, however, was not beaten. 
He came back with a kick to Ho- 
gan’s head and floored him with a 
clothesline for another two-count. 

More importantly, Hogan was 
bleeding from above the left eye. 
This became even more significant 
when, at the 12:30 mark, the action 
spilled out of the ring. Savage start- 
ed to work on Hogan’s cut eye, but 


the “Hulkster” came back to slam 
Savage’s head into the mat. 

This led to the turning point of 
the match. Hogan picked up Sav- 
age and tried to slam him into the 
outer turnbuckle, but Elizabeth got 
in his way. Hogan dropped Savage, 
who snuck up from behind and 
rammed Hogan into the ringpost. 

Savage climbed into the ring as 
Elizabeth kneeled down to help the 
injured Hogan. An irate Savage 
jumped out of the ring and threat- 

(Continued on page 65) 
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avage was a fine champion, but he never could 
reach the heights of the ‘‘Hulkster.” 


‘HAPPIER 
WITHOUT 


THE BELT! 


It’s not easy being a 
former world champion. 
But Hulk Hogan has put 
the past behind him and 

is now looking forward to 
a long, happy, no-title 

_ reign. Once he was bitter 

... now he’s happier 
without the belt! 


Without the pressure of regaining the 
WWF World title, Hulk Hogan has 
found that being an ex-champion isn’t 
all that bad. 


The feud with Earthquake (above) has forced Hulk to put aside the pain 
he felt in losing the World title to Ultimate Warrior (below). 


By Craig Peters 


HE INITIAL REACTION was 

shock, shame, embarrassment. 
Hulk Hogan publicly sang the glories 
of The Ultimate Warrior after losing 
the WWF World title at WrestleMa- 
nia VI, but inside, he was bitter and 
angry. 

Winners don’t take losing easily. 

Then Hogan was denied a re- 
match against the Warrior. That 
made him angrier. Then he was seri- 
ously injured in an attack by Earth- 
quake and sidelined for nearly the 
entire summer. Steam rose from Ho- 
gan’s insides. 

His fortunes had turned drastically 
and suddenly. He was no longer just 
an ex-champion; he was a sidelined 
ex-champion with little chance of a 
complete recovery. 

Then, just weeks into his un- 
planned hiatus, Hogan started to feel 
a strange sense of relief. Where 
there was agitation, there was now 
peace. Where there was pain, there 
was now healing. Where there was 
bitterness, there was now a feeling 
of renewal. 

Just months ago, a similar injury 
would have meant a battle against 
time for the “Hulkster.” He would 
have had to force himself back into 
action simply to save his title. He 
would have had to do it, too, to save 
his reputation. 

Now there was no timetable. 

Now there was no reputation to 
salvage. 

Now there was only Hogan and 
himself. And suddenly, he found 
himself happier than he had ever 
been before. 

Without the pressures ... without 
the fans beating down his back ... 
without the federation guidelines ... 
Hogan learned a man without a belt 
is not always an unhappy man. 

“He started enjoying life this past 
summer,” said a close friend of Ho- 

(Continued on page 66) 


By Bob Smith © 


EGAINING THE WWF World 

belt meant more to Hulk Ho- 
gan than just gaining personal glory 
or financial rewards. It meant more 
than avenging his loss of the belt to 
The Ultimate Wanjior at WrestleMa- 
nia VI. And it meant much more 
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5 OVER 


than becoming the first three-time 
WWF champion ever. 

To Hogan, winning the WWF ti- 
tle would be a signal to the world 
that the sport would not tolerate 
Sgt. Slaughter, who supported the 
evil efforts of Iraq’s Saddam Hus- 
sein and, for three months, treated 
the title and the fans with the ut- 
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In many ways, it was 
Hulk Hogan’s 
greatest victory. The 
‘‘Hulkster’s’’ triumph 
over Sgt. Slaughter 
for the WWF World 
title at WrestleMania 
VII did much more 
than begin his third 
championship reign. 
It also rescued the 
title from Slaughter, 
the most disgraceful 
titleholder in the 
sport’s history! 


most disdain. Unlike Slaughter’s 
tainted victory over The Ultimate 
Warrior, when Randy Savage inter- 
fered on his behalf, the patriotic 
Hogan knew his victory over the 
American patriot-tumed-traitor had 
to be decisive. 

What better time for Hogan to 
crush Slaughter than at WrestleMa- 


enough to stop Hogan’s thunderous comeback. 


nia VII, in front of more than 15,000 
fans at the Los Angeles Sports Are- 
na and millions more watching on 
pay-per-view and closed-circuit 
worldwide? 

The weeks leading up to the 
WrestleMania VII conflict dis- 
played the obvious differences in 
the makeup of these men. Shortly 
after the Persian Gulf war broke 
out in mid-January, Hogan depart- 
ed on a week-long tour of U.S. mil- 
itary bases, spending time with 
soldiers and loved ones of those 
defending their country. 

Slaughter? After stealing the belt 
from The Ultimate Warnor, he 
used outside interference to main- 
tain a precarious grip on his prize. 
Only when forced to did Slaughter 
give Hogan title shots, and Slaugh- 
ter’s manager, Gen. Adnan, inter- 
fered on his behalf, drawing a gut- 
less string of intentional 
disqualifications. 

Slaughter’s cowardice was ap- 
parent from the opening bell of 
the WrestleMania bout, as he and 
Adnan ran from the ring as Hogan 
pursued them. Slowly, reluctantly, 
Slaughter removed his Iraqi mili- 
tary outfit, as if he realized—like 


Set. Slaughter’s crunching camel clutch incapacitates the ‘“‘Hulkster’’ for several moments, but it isn’t 


his adopted country’s crushing de- 
feat at the hands of the allied 
forces—that a loss was inevitable. 

When Hogan finally got his 
hands on Slaughter, he tore at his 
foe with all the power he pos- 
sessed. He battered the aging 
Slaughter by whipping him repeat- 
edly into the ring comers. Several 
times Slaughter’s skull struck the 
metal ringposts. Hogan was dam- 
aging Slaughter, and Hogan was 
relishing in every moment of 
Slaughter’s agony. 

More willing to take chances 
than ever before, Hogan climbed 
to the top tumbuckle to deliver a 
flying fistdrop, but the wily Adnan 
grabbed Hogan by the left leg. As 
referee Dave Hebner ushered 
Adnan away, it gave Slaughter the 
chance to grab Hogan and hurl 
him onto the canvas, 

When Hogan landed, he twisted 
his lower back awkwardly. Sens- 
ing the extent of his challenger’s 
injury, Slaughter worked over Ho- 
gan’s back, slamming it with 
chairs, kicks, and fists, and then 
applying a Boston crab. When 
Slaughter climbed to the top tum- 
buckle and crushed Hogan with a 


flying stomp to the spine, Hogan 
nearly passed out from the pain. 

A tactical error by Adnan may 
have cost Slaughter the match. As 
Slaughter lay atop Hogan for the 
pin, Adnan was on the ring apron 
arguing with Hebner for reasons 
apparent only to Adnan. After 
more than 15 seconds, Hebner fi- 
nally ran over to make the count, 
by which time Hogan was easily 
able to kick out at two. 

Frustrated by Hogan’s staying 
power, Slaughter left the ming, 
grabbed a chair, and smashed it 
across Hogan’s head as the chal- 
lenger lay sprawled across the 
ropes. A gaping cut opened near 
Hogan’s right temple, and Slaugh- 
ter savagely smashed away at the 
wound, drawing more blood with 
every blow. Slaughter then locked 
Hogan in a camel clutch, breaking 
the hold only to get off a few more 
kicks at Hogan’s lower back. Ho- 
gan was badly hurt, and Slaughter 
figured a submission victory was 
only moments away. 

Slaughter doesn’t know Hogan 
very well. Slaughter kept Hogan 
locked in the clutch for several 
minutes, but Hogan slowly made 
his way back to his feet, with 
Slaughter struggling to keep the 
hold in place. Hogan raced toward 
the comer in hopes of jarring 
Slaughter loose, but Slaughter 
dropped down and shoved Hogan 
face-first into the tumbuckle. 

As Hogan lay motionless on the 
canvas, Adnan handed Slaughter 
the Iraqi flag. In what perhaps is 
the ultimate insult to a American 
citizen, Slaughter spit on Hogan, 
then draped the banner over Ho- 
gan’s prone body before he at- 
tempted the pinfall. 

Hogan kicked out at two, and 
suddenly his eyes grew wide with 
passion. Realizing what Slaughter 
had done, he flew into a rage, 
tearing the flag in half. Energized 
by the insult, he wiped the blood 
from his face and stormed around 
the ring. Instantly, Hogan remem- 
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Hogan pins the traitorous sergeant (above left) and claims the championship belt (above right) as the sellout crowd 


cheers its approval. Thus began Hulk’s record third WWF World title reign. 


MEANWHILE, HALF A WORLD AWAY... 


Three days before Hulk Hogan dethroned Sgt. Slaughter, the other major 
world title in the sport was embroiled in massive controversy. 

As the result of a March 21 contest in the Tokyo Egg Dome, Ric Flair and 
Tatsumi Fujinami are both claiming ownership of the NWA World title. 
Here’s what happened: 

Both the NWA and New Japan organizations assigned officials to the 
important Flair-Fujinami bout, with the NWA’s Bill Alfonso in the ring and 
New Japan’s Mr. Hatori outside the ring. 

After more than 20 minutes of fierce action, Fujinami whipped Flair into 
the ropes. On the rebound, Flair crashed into Alfonso, sending him flying 
out of the ring. Fujinami covered Flair three times trying to score the pinfall, 
but Hatori was frantically trying to revive Alfonso, who was still unconscious 
on the arena floor. 

As Fujinami glared at the referees, Flair tried to take advantage. He 
charged the former WWF junior heavyweight champ, but Fujinami was alert. 
He backdropped Flair, sending the champion flying over the top rope. Flair 
returned to the mat, and Hatori followed. Fujinami locked Flair in an abdomi- 
nal stretch, then laid Flair’s shoulders to the canvas. Hatori made the three- 
count, ending the match at the 23:06 mark. 

While New Japan officials recognize Fujinami as the new World champi- 
on, the NWA has announced that the match has been declared a no- 
contest, citing two instances that would have called for disqualifications, had 
referee Alfonso been in condition to make the calls. 

Said NWA Senior referee Nick Patrick: “Bill would have disqualified Flair 
for crashing into him—if he had still been conscious. [Furthermore] Bill also 
saw Fujinami toss Flair over the top rope, but was still too dazed to make 
the call for the DQ. Hatori’s count is not official.” 

Had either wrestler been disqualified, the title could not change hands, 
according to NWA rules. 

The controversy may be settled on May 19. That’s when Flair and 
Fujinami meet in a rematch at Super Brawi ’91 in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

—Bob Smith 


bered what he was fighting for. 

Slaughter threw a right hand, but 
Hogan rocked Slaughter with three 
of his own. He next whipped 
Slaughter into the ropes, and 
caught him with a boot to the face. 
Finally, majestically, came Hogan’s 
famous legdrop, and at that point 
the pinfall was academic. Like so 
many times before, Hogan rose 
back from the depths of a seem- 
ingly certain defeat to score a 
huge victory. 

Hogan’s regaining of the title 
will certainly not end this feud. 
Slaughter has requested rematches 
against the new champion, and, as 
the former titleholder, he is enti- 
tled to them. However, Slaughter’s 
challenge—not only to the title, but 
to this country—will never have 
the same impact again. 

Slaughter may live on, but this 
war is over. The WWF belt is 
back where it belongs, around the 
waist of Hulk Hogan. And it will 
take a much better man than a 
turmcoat such as Slaughter to tear it 
off him again. O 
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For years, Jimmy Hart (above) has sent his men—the latest being Earthquake—into battle 
against Hulk Hogan (opposite page). Incredibly, Hart once managed Hogan. 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


ULK HOGAN IS very much like 
the federation in which he wres- 

tles. The WWF has a selective memo- 
ry when it comes to wrestlers’ pasts; 
they're usually ignored. Hogan, too, 
has a selective memory when it comes 
to his past; he tries to ignore it. 

Almost four years ago, when Hogan 
was interviewed in New York City prior 
to his WrestleMania III match against 
Andre the Giant, he seemed to have 
entirely forgotten the circumstances 
surrounding his 1980 feud with Andre, 
that at that time he was the rulebreak- 
er and Andre was the fan favorite. 

Now imagine how Hogan would re- 
spond if asked about his rookie year of 
1979, when he wrestled in the Mid- 
Southern area. Hogan, ever loyal to 
the WWF, might deny wrestling in any 
federation but the WWF. He might 
even deny knowing that the Mid- 
Southern area even existed. Pity the 
poor interviewer who would point out 
to Hogan that Jimmy Hart was once 
his manager! 

Those days are long forgotten. 

The WWF wants you to forget 
them. 


Back in 1979, Hulk Hogan was a rookie and Jimmy Hart 
was his manager. Much has changed since then. . . or has 
it? The “Hulkster” and Hart are mortal pues, but peere 


Hogan wants you to forget them, 
too. In fact, he wouldn’t mind forget- 
ting them, either. 

But history cannot be rewritten. The 
facts are clear: 

In 1979, Hogan was a rookie rule- 


breaker in the Mid-Southern area, 
which had its base in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 


That year, Hogan was managed by 


are still ties at pind them 


Jimmy Hart, who later became one of 
his staunchest rivals. 

And the Hogan that’s wrestling to- 
day is, in many ways, a product of 
Hart’s influence. 

“Much of that has been forgotten 
because Hogan wrestled under the 
name of Terry Boulder,” said Memphis 
wrestling historian Al Preston. “But 
there are videotapes of those early 


years, and every once in a while | find 
it interesting to go over them.” 

We asked Mr. Preston to do exactly 
that for The Wrestler. Here’s what he 
reported: 

@ Hart and Hogan alluded several 
times to a “lifetime contract.” If Hart 
did, indeed, have a lifetime contract to 
manage Hogan, and if Hogan illegally 

(Continued on page 68) 
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O FURNISH THE most 

comprehensive analysis of 
Andre the Giant, we thought it best 
to print the thoughts of the men 
who have seen Andre wrestle over 
the years. Here are the opinions of 
those who should know—the 
grapplers themselves. 


DUSTY RHODES 

“T think that when all the dust 
settles down, Andre will be viewed 
as a real credit to wrestling, maybe 
even as a classic. He’s a fine dude. 
Real class, both in and out of the 
ring. Even though I consider 


myself a friend, this is a 


The great Andre the Giant (left), awesome 
and undefeated. We asked the great 
wrestlers that know Andre the best, what 
they think of him as a wrestler. 


professional opinion. Andre is one 
of the greats.” 
IVAN KOLOFF 

“That sniveling over-sized 
French frog curdles the bile of my 
stomach. Only such a product of 
capitalism could attempt to 
portray himself as a man with skill. 
He is nothing, a mediocrity, a large 
fish who will surely sink and vanish 
in the oceans.” 
MIL MASCARAS 

“As an exponent of agile 
maneuvers myself, I am impressed 
by Andre’s sly tactics in the 
squared circle. It is that nimble 
dancing, despite his great size, 
which makes him one of the sport’s 
foremost competitors.” 


GEORGE “THE ANIMAL” 
STEELE 

“Who? Him, no, good, can’t be 
... Cheats, swallows mud, no good 
for you, him... Hey, you, Andre, 
take it, no good, too big, cheats, 
ties yellow ribbons. . . Ugly, ban, 
hey no you, who?” 
BOB BACKLUND 

“I have to confess that after 
Bruno Sammartino, Andre the 
Giant has been the most 
inspirational wrestler in my life. I 
get chills when I see him enter the 
ring. Golly, imagine what it must 
be like to be that big!” 


Instead of offering a clinical analysis of Andre, we felt 
that comments from the men who have dealt with him 
over the years would provide more insight into the 
complex individual that is Andre the Giant 
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Andre the Giant casually sits on the hated rulebreaker Killer Karl Krupp (above). Andre 
is victorious with Ivan Putski in a tag team match (above, top right). The Giant has also 
acted as referee in a vicious match between Superstar Graham and Dusty Rhodes 
(above right). Andre is victorious again and lifts tag team partner Chief Jay Strongbow 
high into the air (below). 
BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

“You know, I was a big Andre 
the Giant fan long before anyone 
else was. I always knew he had the 
potential for brilliance, but 
doggone it, he has done better than 
even I thought he could. He is a 
superior wrestler.” 


RIC FLAIR 

“What’s the big deal about 
Andre? What’s he got but an 
enlarged pituitary gland? He has 
no speed, not much strength and he 
sure as hell ain’t gonna win a 
beauty contest. Big deal. Andre, 
Andre. Undefeated records don’t 
get you belts and that tower of 
toilet tissue ain’t a champ. But 
I am.” 
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Harley Race, who says that Andre is good 
but overrated, is helpless in mid-air as 
the Giant is in control (above). Andre 
applies a devastating headlock to fellow 
giant Ernie Ladd (right). Ric Flair, who 
doesn’t think much of Andre, does battle 
with the Giant (below). 


RICK STEAMBOAT 

“You want to know what I think 
about Andre? When I first started 
out, some drunk in the front row 
was shouting out racist remarks to 
me. I was real upset by it. Andre 
heard about that, phoned me and 
offered some reassuring advice 
about handling people like that. 
His kindness is something I will 
never forget.” 
IVAN PUTSKI 
“Andre the Giant has shown me 
many valuable things. He has been 
a kind friend to me and even 
arranged for my great-uncle Karol 
to come out of Poland and watch 
me wrestle. I call him friend and he 
calls me the same. I like Andre 
very much.” 
SUPERSTAR BILLY GRAHAM 

“That beady-eyed mental 
shrimp ain’t never gonna amount 
to nothin’ cause he ain’t nothin’. I 


have seen the greats and he ain’t 
one of them, no sir. When you 
want quality you know where to go 
and don’t go to an Andre match 


without some coffee 
you awake.” 
HARLEY RACE 
“Not bad, but overrated, if you 
catch my drift. All right ring 
attitude, tends to lose his poise, 
relies too much on sheer strength. 
Ah, I never liked freaks much. Give 
me a normal-sized American 
any day.” 
CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 
“Briefly, I considered handling 
Andre. Not many people know 
this, but Andre begged me to 
represent him. He knows he'll 
never be anything without a real 
manager to handle him. I thought 
how boring it would be and told 
him, ‘Later, big man.’ Never heard 
from him again. Wonder why?” O 
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KERRY VON ERICH: 


“1 HAD TO WIN THE TITLE 


OME HAVE DESCRIBED it 

as “‘the greatest day in Texas 
wrestling history.”’ Others have 
characterized it is as “a dream 
come true.’ Still others have called 
it “a remarkable personal achieve- 
ment.”’ All three definitions are 
correct. 

What is being described, of 
course, is Kerry Von Erich’s incred- 
ible NWA World title win over Ric 
Flair. The match took place in Tex- 
as Stadium in Irving, Texas, in 
front of 43,517 people—the largest 
attendance for a wrestling card in 
the state’s history. 

Also on that card, Fritz Von 
Erich came out of retirement to 
team with his sons Kevin and 
Mike, and the three Von Erichs 
captured the World Class six-man 
title from The Fabulous Freebirds. 
And the “‘Rock ’n’ Soul’’ tag team 
of Buck Zumhofe and ‘Iceman’’ 
King Parsons defeated The Super 
Destroyers for the World Class tag 
team championship. 
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INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY 
CRAIG PETERS 


FOR DAVID” 


But Kerry’s historic victory will | A: Well, it has and it hasn’t, do 


forever stand out above all else as 
the most memorable achievement 
of an incredible day, made that 
much more memorable by the fact 
that the entire card of matches was 
dedicated to the memory of David 
Von Erich. 


66 
I know that I’ve managed to 
capture the greatest prize in 
all of professional wrestling, 
but the whole concept of 
being champion of the entire 
world is just overwhelming. 
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Associate Editor Craig Peters 
spoke with Kerry Von Erich in Fort 
Worth, Texas, the day after he 
won the World title. 


Q: Well, Kerry, here it is just 
about 24 hours later. Has it 
sunk in yet? 


A: 


: It certainly must 


you know what I mean Craig? 
I know in my head that I’m the 
NWA World champion, I 
know that I’ve managed to 
capture the greatest prize in all 
of professional wrestling, but 
the whole concept of being the 
champion of the entire world is 
just overwhelming. 

have been 
overwhelming yesterday when 
you stepped into the ring with 
Ric Flair and over 43,000 fans 
were screaming their support 
for you. Could you describe 
your thoughts and emotions at 
that time? 

Oh, boy, what a _ question! 
There was so much running 
through my mind, so many 
things that I was feeling, I 
don’t really know where to 
Start. 


: Well, yesterday’s card of wres- 


tling was dedicated to the mem- 
ory of your brother David. 
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I knew, deep down, that I 


David. That’s why all these As Cnes 


had to win the title for 


people were there, that’s 

why they were giving me 

their support, and that’s 
why I was there. 


99 


> 


© 


56 


How about your thoughts on 
that? 


: Again, there’s so much that 


was running through my mind, 
and so much that still runs 
through my mind. I suppose 
the most touching thing about 
yesterday was the fact that so 
many fans came out to the sta- 
dium. It was ... I was really 
touched by that, and I think it 
was the greatest testament to 
David, to his popularity, and to 
his devotion to the sport and to 
his fans that so many friends 
and fans were there. When I 
stepped out of the dressing 
room area and saw what the 
crowd looked like, I ... I 
don’t know, I really can’t de- 
scribe the feeling. But I know 
that David was looking down 
on Texas Stadium and I know 
that he was happy. 


: Tell me what it was like once 


the match started ... ? 


A: That’s for sure! 


the match started I 
pressed myself to think only 
about the match, about Flair’s 
position in the ring, about what 
I had to do next, about trying 
to keep one step ahead of Flair 
at every point in the match. 
But I must say that there were 
one or two points in the match 
where the action slowed down 
just a bit, where I had Flair in 
a headlock, for example, and 
my mind drifted a bit. I looked 
out and I saw the fans, and I 
heard their cheers, and I knew 
that they were all rooting for 
me to win the belt. And I 
knew, deep down, that I had to 
win the title for David. That’s 
why all those people were there, 
that’s why they were giving me 
their support, and that’s why I 
was there. And when I heard 
their cheers, I pushed myself 
that much harder, because they 
were cheering not only for me, 
but for David. 


: What a sound it was when you 


rolled Flair up for the pin and 
won the title—43,517 fans 
screaming at the top of their 
lungs, sharing the victory along 
with you. It was incredible! 

That sound 


Before his match with Flair, Kerry came out 
of the dressing room to help his father and 
brothers celebrate their winning of the six- 
man tag team trophy from The Freebirds 
(above). Early in the title match, Kerry cap- 
tures the champion in an abdominal stretch 
(below). 


sent a chill down my spine. I 
had never heard anything like 
that in my life, and I doubt I 
will ever hear anything like that 
again. And | can’t even begin 
to describe what I was feeling 
at that time. It’s hard. It was a 
rare moment. The only way 
that I’ve been able to describe 


Flair reaches for his pectoral muscle 


s as his challenger twists his left arm. Wrestling for 


more than 43,000 fans, and, more important, for his brother David, Kerry Von Erich 


wrestled at a level he had never before reached. 


Q: 
A: 


it is to say that I felt David 
smiling. Does that make sense? 
Perfect sense. 

And when Kevin, Mike, Chris, 
and Dad came into the ring to 
congratulate me, David was 
right there with us. It was a 
beautiful moment. 


: Not to change the subject too 


abruptly, Kerry, but since you 
mentioned your father, it re- 
minded me that I wanted to 
ask you about the match in 
which he came back to team 
with Kevin and Mike against 
The Fabulous Freebirds. 


: Yes, of course. 
: It was really exciting to see 


your father back in the ring 
again after being retired for so 
long. 


: Yes, it was. I was in my dress- 


ing room preparing for my own 
match while Dad and my 
brothers were wrestling The 
Freebirds, but I did get the op- 
portunity earlier today to watch 
a videotape of the match. It 
was exciting. And when Dad 
got Terry Gordy and Buddy 
Roberts in the double-clawhold, 
one in each hand, I found my- 
self rooting and cheering, even 
though the match was yester- 


day! Till tell you, though, 
Craig, I’m prouder than you 
can ‘imagine that I won ihe 
NWA World belt not only for 
David, but on the same wres- 
tling card that Dad, Mike, and 
Kevin won the six-man title 
from The Freebirds. 


: Now that you’ve got the world 


title, and you’ve had a day to 
think about it, how do you feel 
about the responsibilities of be- 
ing champion? I mean, where 
does Kerry Von Erich go from 
here? 


: Of course, I have to take over 


some of the commitments that 
Ric Flair had already sched- 
uled. Tonight, for example, I'll 
be wrestling Terry Gordy. I 
know that there will be some 
dates in Japan that I’ll be as- 
suming. In fact, you want to 
know something strange? I was 
scheduled to challenge Flair for 
the World title again in Japan 
in a couple of weeks. When I 
signed for that match, I 
thought it would be another 
challenge match, and I antici- 
pated capitalizing on some of 
the weaknesses that I would 
have learned yesterday. But I 
never thought at the time that 
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I just try to do my best every 
day in every way, and I just 
hope to keep getting better 
and better as I keep trying. I 
hope that I can live up to the 
responsibilities of the NWA 


championship. 
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my title-challenge match would 
turn into a title defense! It’s 
kind of ironic, don’t you think? 


: But it sounds like you’ve al- 


ready got a good grasp on the 
responsibilities that lie ahead. 


: I hope so. I try to, anyway. I 


just try to do my best every 
day in every way, and I just 
hope to keep getting better and 
better as I keep trying. I hope 
that I can live up to the respon- 
sibilities of the NWA champi- 
onship. This title means a lot to 
me, because it doesn’t belong 
just to me. It belongs to my 
family, my friends, the 43,000 
people who were in Texas Sta- 
dium yesterday afternoon, and 
most of all, it belongs to my 
brother David. And __ that’s 
where the meaning for this title 
reign comes from. I’m devoting 
my title reign to David. It’s his 
championship as much as it is 
mine. O 


57 


DINO BRAVO 


THE BIRTH OF 
A SUPERSTAR 


HE ARENA FELL into awed 

silence. In another age, it 
would be called a miracle and 
troubadours would recount the 
event throughout the land. 
Villagers would talk of him as if 
he were a legendary hero. 
Dreamers would leave their 
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farms to be by his side. 

In these time, heroes are 
honored by being dubbed 
superstars. The crowd’s awe 
was eloquent proof that Dino 
Bravo deserved elevation to 
wrestling’s highest ranks. He 
had risen from sure defeat to 


make victory his own. It was a 
superb exhibition of wrestling 
magnificence. More remark- 
able, his victory was over 
Blackjack Mulligan. Once 
Mulligan gains an advantage 
over an opponent, it usually 
means the man is finished. Yet, 


on this extraordinary evening, 
nothing was as it should be. 

It started out as if the match 
would be a stalemate. Two 
evenly matched athletes battled 
furiously. Then, with the 
cunning for which he’s feared 
throughout the world, Mulligan 
went through a series of 
maneuvers which left Bravo 
almost helpless. It will come as 
a surprise to no one that many 
of the moves were illegal. But 
Mulligan’s demented genius is 
such that no referee can 
possibly observe him breaking 


the rules. Bravo appeared 
doomed. 
Yet, the force which 


separates the great athletes 
from everyone else erupted in 
Bravo. As if Mulligan’s 
treachery had just been kidding 
around, he countered with a 
remarkable offense of his own. 
Mulligan looked as if he’d been 
run over from behind like a 
Mack truck. He knew he was 
finished but didn’t know why. 
The end was inevitable. Dino 
Bravo conquered Blackjack 
Mulligan. When the crowd 


finally realized what had 
happened, once their awe had 
passed, they cheered wildly. 
The standing ovation was 
eloquent evidence of Bravo's 
superstar status. 

Back in the dressing room, 
Bravo was too happy to even 


Those who were there 
will never forget it. 

In one match, Dino Bravo 
went from a promising 
grappler to superstar. 
What’s more incredible, 
his greatness was 
revealed against that 
most ruthless of 


competitors, 


Blackjack Mulligan! 


Outside the ring, Bravo continues his war 
against Mulligan. Both men are bloody from 
the heated battle. 


think straight. A goofy grin 
spread across his face. He had 
done the impossible brilliantly. 
His world championship hopes 
had gone from dreams to 
probability. After this match, 
there would be nothing he 
couldn’t do. 


Dino flips his huge opponent to the canvas as 
he comes back from a beating to overpower 
© the huge cowboy from Texas. 


“It never occured to me | 
wouldn't win tonight,” Dino 
declared, “even when Mulligan 
was all over me. | knew the 
match was mine. It was just a 
matter of time. When the end is 
in sight, the pain doesn’t hurt 
that much. All the time, 
something inside me said 
victory was mine. 

“Isn't it a great world?” 

The next day, Dino sat down 
for a real interview. The news of 
his victory had already spread 
like wildfire throughout the 
wrestling community. All 
morning, promoters had been 
offering him small fortunes to 
wrestle in their arenas. 


The feared clawhold of Mulligan looks 
like it is about to finish the match in 
Blackjack’s favor. But Dino was able to 
break free. 


Commissioners from the NWA, 
AWA, and WWWF asked him to 
prepare for title matches 
against the champions. This is 
how a superstar is treated. 

“For the first time in my life,” 
Dino stated, “I was what | 
should have been all along. Last 
night was what I’ve been aiming 
for all my life. Anyone can win 
when he’s doing well from the 
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beginning. But to come back 
when it’s hopeless, to work your 
way out of a tough situation, 
that’s what makes for greatness. 


And last night, all modesty 
aside, | felt great. | felt 
unbeatable. 


“What's more, brains won the 
match for me as much as brawn. 
| never panicked, never lost my 
poise. All the time, despite the 
pain, | was thinking my way out 
of trouble. Using my head at all 
times, trying to find the chink in 
his armor. Well, | found it and 
made the right decisions to 
escape. And then | made the 
right decisions to win. This was 
the match in which | found 
myself.” 

Bravo has reason to be 
delighted. His time has come. 
When future champions are 
being discussed, his name is 
now always mentioned. 
Promoters are beginning to 
figure him for one of the sport’s 
main attractions. All on the 
basis of one superb match. No 
one can deny Bravo has earned 
this attention. 

Except for Blackjack 
Mulligan. The man is outraged 
Bravo has made his mark 
against him. He has been 
vowing the most crippling kinds 
of revenge, swearing to make 
sure Bravo never wrestles 
again. When Mulligan threat- 
ens, intelligent people get 
scared. 

“He was lucky once,” 
Blackjack says in cold whisper, 
“but he won’t be lucky again. All 
those plans for the new 
superstar will be thrown out the 
window when | get through with 
Bravo. He'll never wrestle again. 
To see him, fans will have to get 
a visitors passes at the hospital. 

“lve been studying films of 
the match, and | saw where | 
went wrong. It won’t happen 
again. This time, I'll finish him 
off for good. You have my word 
on it. And when Blackjack 


The match is now all Dino's (above and 
below) as he teaches Mulligan a lesson he 
had been waiting to give him. 


Mulligan promises something, 
you can count on it becoming a 
reality.” 

No one doubts Mulligan will 
try to destroy Dino Bravo. But 
the ruthless grappler tried once 
before, and in that confron- 
tation Bravo became a 
superstar. What will happen in 
the next match is anybody’s 
guess. However, every expert is 
confident about Dino Bravo, 
supestar. 0 


(Continued from page 31) 


Hogan gives Roddy Piper a facerake at the first 
WrestleMania (above) and throws King Kong 
Bundy into the cage at the second (above right). 
When he was champion, Sammartino didn’t 
have the opportunity to showcase his talents at 
major events like WrestleMania. 


joke as a wrestler.” 

Backlund remembers all too well 
the pressures that built up as his 
championship reign wore on. 

“Everybody's gunning for you,” 
said Backlund. “The longer you 
have the belt, the more enemies 
you make. After a while, even the 
guys you once called your friends 
aren't on your side anymore. The 
thing is, the WWF usually won't pit 
a fan favorite against a fan favorite, 
so some of these guys are left wait- 
ing for years to get a shot against a 
rulebreaker champion, but it never 
happens.” 

Backlund’s words only serve to 
make Sammartino’s brilliant title 
reign even more impressive and, in 
turn, elusive. Hogan, however, 
might have a shot at coming close 
to Sammartino’s record only be- 
cause of his schedule of title de- 
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fenses. Hogan’s typical schedule has 
been to maintain an average of two 
or three title defenses a week, with 
occasional lapses of several weeks 
without so much as one title de- 
fense. By contrast, Sammartino put 
his title on the line nearly every 
night. 

At that rate, it would take three 
or four years for Hogan to defend 
the belt as often as Sammartino did 
in one year. Wrestling historians 
have estimated that Bruno de- 
fended his title well over 2,000 
times during his initial title reign. 
That is an amazing record, and pro- 
vides far more tangible evidence of 
Sammartino’s brilliance than does 
the mere—ha! mere/—length of his 
reign. 

“Bruno Sammartino, we had our 
differences, but he was the greatest 
wrestler of all-time,” Capt. Lou Al- 
bano once told me. “Now I guided 
Ivan Koloff to victory over Sam- 
martino, and that was the greatest 
victory of my career because of the 
sheer invincibility of the man, the 
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sheer greatness of Bruno Sammar- 
tino. Hulk Hogan is also a great 
wrestler, he is a fine friend, but he 
is only halfway there, and the sec- 
ond half is always the toughest half, 
daddy.” 

There have also been steady ru- 
mors that Hogan is planning to re- 
tire in the near future. “Hulk really 
hasn't given much thought to 
breaking the record,” said a source 
close to Hogan. “He really isn’t con- 
cerned about other people’s history. 
He’s concerned about his own his- 
tory, and about how people will 
remember him. He probably won't 
be wrestling four years from now.” 

That only points out another in- 
credible aspect of Bruno's title 
reign. He never lost interest in 
wrestling. His thirst for competition 
only grew. In every sense of the 
word, he was a man’s man. Hulk 
Hogan is a child’s man. I would 
never, ever think about downing a 
few with Hogan. Bruno Sammar- 
tino would be welcomed in any 
bar. O 
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For 13 years there was only one way to get the 
official PW! EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT T-shirt— 
work for PW/. But now, for the first time in the 
history of PWI, we are allowing our devoted fans 
to purchase this highly sought-after shirt. The 
PWI “'T" includes a one-color (blue) replica of 
the PWI logo, complete with the editorial 
department tagline, on a top-quality, gray 100% 
pre-shrunk cotton shirt. 


Take advantage of this special offer and order 
your PW/ T-shirt today. At a cost of only $16.95 
(price includes shipping and handling), you'll be 
the envy of your friends. To order your PWI 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT T-shirt, fill out the 
order form below and mail it today. 


| Send To: | 

| London Publishing Co. | 

| Box 956 | 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 

| I 


YES, | would like to order the official PWI 
| EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT T-shirt. | have en-I 
| closed a check or money order for $16.95 for | 
| each shirt (postage and handling need) 
made payable to London Publishing Co. or pro- 
vided my credit card information to charge my 
| purchase. 


| Please indicate size: ' 
CiSmall (JMedium (lLarge ()XL [XXL 


Apt.# 


Please indicate method of payment: 
Li Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London 
Publishing Co.) 

TVG By = 
(ii dl OR, we es Se 


| 
| 
l 
l 
I 
City State Zip 
| 
l 
I 
\ 
| 


Signature: 
{ PA State residents, please add 6% sales tax 
U.S. only. All other countries $20.95 payable in 
| international money orders in U.S. funds.) 
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(Continued from page 21) 
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Discouraged by his failure to overpower 
AWA World champion Nick Bockwinkel, Ho- 
gan has left the United States. 


past weeks through his mind. 

lf Hogan was remembering the 
events that took place in Chicago, 
he was thinking about the head- 
lock he placed on Bockwinkel, 
and how it seemed to have little 
effect at all. He was_ thinking 
about the tests of strength he en- 
gaged Bockwinkel in and how the 
AWA World champion met those 
tests valiantly, surprising Hogan 
with his abilities. 

He might have recalled the 
frustration from when he acciden- 
tally threw Bockwinkel over the 
top rope, or the pain when, after 
he had his hand raised in victory 
by the referee, the decision was 
reversed and the match awarded 
to Bockwinkel. 

How could Hogan explain these 
feelings to the fans who were sur- 
rounding him at the aifport, just 
as he was about to board a plane 
for Japan? How could he tell 


af? 


them the truth, that he felt he had 
let them all down by not capturing 
the AWA World belt from 
Bockwinkel? 

Hogan signed another auto- 
graph as the fan asked the ques- 
tion again. He didn’t want to an- 
swer it, at least not in front of 
these people, his fans, the very 
people he felt he had 
disappointed. 

That was the real reason Ho- 
gan was leaving the AWA. He felt 
he couldn’t deal with his fans. He 
had told a few close friends about 
his feelings, but how could he re- 
veal himself to these enthusiastic 
fans who clamored about him 
now for autographs? 

As Hogan signed another auto- 
graph, he might well have imag- 
ined all these fans signing their 
own name to the petitions to bring 
him back. 

Yes, he was well aware of 
them: Thousands of names had 
already been signed to petitions 
demanding that Hogan return to 


the AWA. He knew of them, but 
his shame at not winning the 
AWA belt was greater than his 
pride in the enthusiasm of his 
fans. 

Three airport guards walked 
over to the crowd of nearly 30 
people who surrounded Hogan 
and told them to go about their 
business. “Let’s go, break it up,” 
the guards said. 

The fan who had asked the 
question asked it once again: 
“Why, Hulk, why do you have to 
leave?” 

An airport guard guided him 
away from Hogan as the 6’8”, 
320-pound wrestling giant simply 
said, “I’m sorry.” 

The guards cleared the rest of 
the peole away, and Hogan was 
left alone on line. A few people 
turned and witnessed the sadness 
etched in Hogan’s features, but 
most of the people on line re- 
spected his privacy and left him 
alone. 

Meanwhile, the line inched on- 
ward. Hogan inched closer to the 
desk, to the man with the seat 
assignments. He inched closer to 
the airplane, to Japan ... to the 
solitude of being alone, thousands 
of miles from home, thousands of 
miles from throngs of adoring 
fans. 

Hogan wanted so much to be 
far from the disappoitment he had 
caused his fans, not realizing that 
those same fans have not re- 
sponded with hatred, they have 
responded with love. The petitions 
continue to circulate. And as they 


grow in length, they grow in 
power. 
Sooner or later, Hogan will 


have to contend with the power of 
those petitions, he will have to 
face the love of his fans. Then he 
will have to make a critical deci- 
sion: whether or not to follow the 
dictates of his fans and return to 
the AWA. 

Meanwhile, the lists of signa- 
tures on the petitions grow longer 
with each passing day. O 
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HOGAN-ANDRE 
(Continued on page 29) 


fore the third beat of Marella’s hand, 
too late for the referee to reverse his 
arm’s momentum. Andre thought he 
had won and protested the decision, 
but the match went on. 

Just under 12 minutes later, after 
Andre had dominated almost the en- 
tire match without being able to 


score the killing blow, Hogan be- 
came a permanent part of wrestling 
history. His pin of the 7’5”, 525- 
pound Giant after 12 minutes and 
one second marked the first time 
ever that Andre had been cleanly 
pinned. 

The champ had erased all doubts, 


HOGAN VS. ANDRE—BLOW BY BLOW 
The following is a complete blow-by-blow account of the entire Hulk Hogan- 
Andre the Giant battle at WrestleMania III: 


At the outset, Hogan and Andre 
engage in a staredown lasting nearly 
50 seconds ... Andre shoves Hogan 
... Hogan punches Andre, goes for 
a slam, but falls back under the Gi- 
ant’s weight ... Andre thinks he 
scored the pinfall and begins to cele- 
brate, but Hogan’s shoulder was up 
at the count of two ... Hogan's back 
was hurt-by the slam attempt, how- 
ever ... Andre follows up on the 
injury and kicks Hogan in the back 
... Andre picks Hogan up and deliv- 
ers three forearm shots to Hogan’s 


to charge in, but Andre lifts his leg 
at the last second and delivers a 
boot to Hogan’s jaw Andre 
chops Hogan, then clamps on a 
bearhug that lasts a full 2:34 ... Ho- 
gan, avoiding submission by holding 
his arm up on the referee’s third 
check, begins punching away wildly 
at Andre’s head ... Hogan punches 
Andre a total of 14 times, hurting his 
hand on the 12th punch ... Hogan 
rebounds off the ropes and delivers 
-a shoulderdrive ... Hogan delivers 
another shoulderdrive ... On his 


back ... Andre knee im third shoulderdrive at- 


lifts Hogan in the face 

. Andre picks up 
Hogan and delivers 
two bodyslams ... As 
Hogan is struggling to 
get up off the mat, 
Andre steps on the 


champion’s back ... 
Andre pulls Hogan to 
his feet by the tights, 
whips him into the 


corner, grabs 

again, and whips him 
into the opposite cor- 
ner ... Andre moves in and chokes 
Hogan in the corner ... Andre deliv- 
ers two shoulderblocks, then turns 
around and delivers a crushing rear 
end butt ... Andre headbutts Ho- 
gan, chokes him, and delivers a sec- 
ond headbutt ... Hogan slips under 
the second headbutt and crawls 
through Andre's legs Hogan 
scrambles to his feet and delivers 
two rights ... Hogan rebounds off 
the ropes and delivers another right 
... Hogan rebounds from the ropes 
again and delivers an elbow to 
Andre’s head Hogan delivers 
three chops Hogan smashes 
Andre’s head into the turnbuckle 10 
times in a row ... Hogan steps back 


Andre’s 2:34 bearhug 


tempt, Hogan is met 
by Andre's elbow ... 
Andre whips Hogan 
into the ropes and 
meets him with a foot 
to the midsection on 
the rebound ... Ho- 
gan falls out of the 
ring and Andre fol- 
lows ,.. Andre chops 
Hogan ... Hogan, his 
# back to the ringpost, 
moves out of the way 
of Andre’s headbutt; 
Andre’s head smashes into the 
ringpost ... Hogan pulls back the 
padded floor mat to piledrive Andre 
on the bare floor ... Andre counters 
the piledriver by backdropping Ho- 
gan to the floor ... Andre throws 
Hogan back into the ring ... Andre 
whips Hogan into the ropes, but 
misses with his foot when Hogan 
ducks under on the rebound ... Ho- 
gan bounces off the ropes and 
clotheslines Andre ... Both men are 
down ... Hogan, up first, scoops An- 
dre up and bodyslams him ... An- 
dre is stunned, and Hogan follows 
up with a legdrop ... Referee Joe 
Marella scores Hogan’‘s clean pinfall 
victory at the 12:01 mark. 


Andre slams Hogan. Surprisingly, the Giant 
would be on the receiving end of a slam later in 
the match. 


doubts that had built up over the 
seven years since his last meeting 
with Andre. Remember when Andre 
came out to “congratulate” Hogan 
after Hulk received a trophy for his 
three years as WWF World champi- 
on? Andre said, “Three years is a 
long time.” Well, seven years is an 
even longer time. 

Andre was a hero back then, and 
he was still on top of his game. He 
had never received a WWF title shot 
but didn’t seem to care. Andre 
basked in the love of the fans, his 
personal love of the sport, and his 
growing legend. Hogan, a 6'8” mus- 
cleman, was under the management 
of Freddie Blassie and had yet to 
achieve worldwide fame for his part 
in Rocky III. 

Look at what's happened since 
then: Hogan moved on to the AWA 
for a spell before returning to the 
WWF as a fan favorite. In 1984, he 
won the World championship by de- 
feating The Iron Sheik and proved 
his mettle against all competition in 
the WWF. Hogan established himself 


as the biggest (and richest) star in 
the sport and became the man who 
the WWF built itself around. 

Andre continued on undefeated, 
but now took second billing to Ho- 
gan. As the years went by, Andre 
put on weight and wrestled less and 
less in singles matches. His ability 
deteriorated, but not enough to pre- 
vent people from wondering what 
would happen if Andre fought Ho- 
gan. And certainly, the one blemish 
on Hogan's record was that he had 
never defeated Andre the Giant. But 
they were best friends, and everyone 
assumed it would never happen. 

Seven years is a long time. In 
1987, Andre is a hated man, man- 
aged by the notorious Bobby “The 
Brain” Heenan, and Hogan is the ul- 
timate fan favorite. But, just like in 
1980, their much-anticipated confron- 
tation took place in a gigantic stadi- 
um and shook the entire wrestling 
world. 


Andre uses his 525-pound frame to smash Ho- 
gan into the turnbuckle. Andre actually had the 
advantage for most of the bout. 


An incredible 93,173 fans packed 
the Silverdome for WrestleMania III, 
the largest indoor crowd in North 
America for any event, resulting in a 
paid gate of almost $1.6 million. An- 
other 450,000 people watched on 
closed-circuit television (as of press 
time, figures still weren't in on pay- 
per-view). The undercard, which in- 


cluded Rick Steamboat defeating 
Randy Savage for the Intercontinen- 
tal title, was one of the greatest in 
the long and storied history of the 
WWF. Everyone in attendance 
waited three hours, however, for the 
main event, the most anticipated 
wrestling battle of all time. 

To his credit, Andre composed 
himself following the failed pin at- 
tempt and continued his attack. The 
years of frustration over never get- 
ting a title shot seemed to be pour- 
ing out of Andre in the form of in- 
creased energy. Each time Hogan 
tried to reverse the momentum, An- 
dre regained the upper hand. The 
Giant was able to clamp on a bear- 
hug and hold it for two minutes and 
34 seconds. 

Finally, Hogan fell out of the ring 
and Andre followed him. Andre tried 
to hit Hogan with a headbutt, but 
the champion moved out of the way 
and Andre hit his head on the 
ringpost. Hogan then pulled away 
the mat covering the floor and tried 
to piledrive Andre on the plywood 
floor. But Andre backdropped Ho- 
gan to the floor and threw him into 
the ring. 

By this time, however, Andre was 
spent. He had done everything he 
could to weaken Hogan but couldn't 
go in for the pin. Was it age? Was it 
weight? Or was it an inner respect 
for the champion? Probably, it was a 
combination of all three. The begin- 
ning of the end for Andre came 
when he tossed Hogan into the 
ropes but missed with a foot. Hogan 
clotheslined Andre, and then, in per- 
haps the most memorable moment 
of WrestleMania Ill, executed the 
bodyslam. One legdrop later, it was 
all over. 

Will these two superstars ever 
meet again? That remains to be 
seen. As of press time, there was no 
word on a return match, But after- 
ward, as a victorious Hogan celebrat- 
ed in the ring and the cheers of the 
fans rained down, Andre had only 
this to say as he and a dejected Bob- 
by Heenan were driven to the dress- 
ing room in the mobile mini-ring: 

“\'ll be back,” 


HULKAMANIA 
(Continued from page 40) 
ened Elizabeth while pushing her 
away from Hogan. Finally, with 
14:06 gone in the match, referee 
Dave Hebner ordered Elizabeth 

back to the dressing room. 

From that point on, Savage was 
in complete control. He ravaged 
the “Hulkster” at will and worked 
on Hogan's throat (a favorite Sav- 
age strategy, as Rick Steamboat 
surely remembers). Several elbow- 
smashes and a kneedrop floored 
Hogan for a two-count at 15:40, 
Then Savage used the tape from 
around his wrist to choke Hogan. 

The punishment continued. Sav- 
age choked Hogan to the mat and 
got another two-count, his fifth of 
the match, With the “Hulkster” ly- 
ing prone on the mat, Savage 
climbed to the top rope for a flying 
elbowsmash. When Savage con- 
nected, the match appeared to be 
over. 

But it wasn’t over. Hebner only 
got to the two-count when, amaz- 
ingly, Hogan kicked out. Suddenly, 
the sullen crowd erupted and start- 
ed chanting Hogan’s name. The 
“Hulkster” responded, rose to his 
feet, and repelled Savage’s punches. 
Hogan was now on the attack. Sav- 
age, realizing the momentum had 
improbably and incredibly switched, 
backed off. 

Hogan assaulted Savage with 
three punches, floored him with a 
boot to the face, came crashing 
down with a legdrop, and covered 
him for the pin. Hebner finished the 
three-count at 17:54, the crowd 
erupted in celebration, and Hogan 
had the belt back around his waist. 

Savage had done everything he 
could to hold off Hogan. Without 
the distraction of Elizabeth for the 
final seven minutes, the “Macho 
Man” was in complete control. But 
nobody in the WWF has ever been 
able to finish off Hogan, and Sav- 
age was not to be the first. Hogan 
had a date with history. 

And Hulkamania, which died 14 
months earlier, was reborn. CO 


HULK HOGAN 


(Continued from page 43) 
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Hogan’s summer vacation may have been forced by Earthquake, but it gave the former 


champion a chance to rest and reevaluate his career goals. 


gan’s. “Aside from Brutus Beefcake’s 
injury, which was a terrible personal 
tragedy for Hogan, he had a chance 
to look inside of himself and do 
things he had never done before. He 
had a chance to relax.” 

And, perhaps as importantly, he 
learned that his fans will always be 
there, even if he isn’t World 
champion. 

Take this item that appeared in 
The National Sports Daily. 

“Tugboat suggested ... if the 
‘Hulkster’ knew how many good 
Americans cared, he would merely 
take a summer vacation from the 
sport rather than leave it forever. Ac- 
cordingly, the WWF took a post of- 
fice box in Venice, California, and 
asked Hulkamaniacs to drop His 
Royal Highness a word or two. In- 
credibly, more than 350,000 cards 
and letters have poured in to Venice, 
a number that compares unfavorably 
only with the amount of mail Santa 
Claus gets. And the letters were not 
in vain. The Hulk will be back! ... 
Love conquers all.” 

Hogan's summer vacation, as The 
National called it, proved more than 
ever that he is the most popular 
wrestler in the sport. It proved that 
Hogan is, indeed, the WWF, and the 
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federation can’t do without him. 
Over the summer months, 
attendance at WWF cards dipped 
sharply. The excitement level at the 
cards themselves was decreased. 
Fans reveled in the Warrior's title 
reign, and his incredible post-Wres- 
tleMania pin streak, but something 
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Hogan is comfortable with Warrior as champion, knowing that a good man is defending the 
title against the federation’s evildoers. 


was missing. 

Hogan was missing. 

“Don't think he didn’t realize 
that,” the friend said. “Listen, Hulk 
wants more than anyone for the 
WWF to do well, with him or with- 
out him. But Hulk is human and it 
had to be gratifying for him to see 
the effect his absence had on 
attendance.” 

Hogan's return at SummerSlam ‘90 
in a tag team match with Tugboat 
against Earthquake and Dino Bravo 
was expected to fix the WWF's 
attendance figures. Nonetheless, at 
press time, there was no indication 
Hogan had any intention of challeng- 
ing the Warrior for the World title. 

“He's happy,” the friend said. 
“He’s going to see what life is like 
without the belt. Last time, he really 
wanted the belt back because he 
didn’t think he should have lost it in 
the first place. This time, he realizes 
he lost the belt fair and square and 
now he’s going to be content to do 
his own thing.” 
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Hogan's main concern is driving 
Earthquake out of the WWF. He be- 
lieves that Earthquake poses a seri- 
ous threat to the well-being of the 
other wrestlers, and to the integrity 
of the federation. Hogan will also do 
everything in his power to reduce 
Brother Love’s influence in the 
WWF. 


«ha 
Once Hogan gets back in the fight against 


Earthquake, the pain of his injuries should 
diminish, but his anger for ‘Quake won't. 


As for the Warrior, Hogan recently 
reiterated his support for the new 
champion. Hogan believes the War- 
rior is best fitted to carry on his 
message. 

“Hogan is comfortable with the 
Warrior as champ,” WWF expert 
Thomas Pilliard said. “In Warrior, it’s 
almost as if the same man is carrying 
it on for him. Let’s face it: Hulk Ho- 
gan is a very happy man right now.” 

He seems more relaxed and fo- 
cused, His goals are clear. He is 
comfortable with his legacy. Hogan 
realizes he has nothing left to prove. 

There is, of course, his competitive 
desire, which means Hogan might 
decide to shoot for a third world 
title. 

But if that doesn’t happen, if that 
goal isn’t achieved, Hogan will finish 
his career knowing he is one of the 
greatest wrestlers in the sport's 
history. 

That's reason enough for anyone 
to be happy. 


(©) SPRING 1984/Stories include: Warriors, Kerry Von 
Erich, Bockwinkel, Santana, Hansen, DiBiase. 

C) SUMMER 1984/Stories include: JYD, Flair-Race, Ad- 
ams-Garvin, Snuka, Idol, Omndorff. 

CO FALL 1984/Stories include: Hogan, David Von Erich, 
Flair-Brody, Blanchard, Rude, Valiant. 

OC WINTER 1984/Stories include: Kerry Von Enrich, 
Martel-Bockwinkel, Piper, Flair-Steamboat, Freebirds, 

C1 SPRING 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Hogan, Al- 
bano, Rhodes, Sullivan, Backlund, WWF vs. NWA. 

(1) SUMMER 1985/Stories include: Valentine, Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors, Flair-Race, Nikita, Adams. 

C FALL 1985/Stories include: Von Erichs, Warmors, 
Hogan-Volkoff, Freebirds, Magnum, Zbyszko, Garvin. 

C2 WINTER 1985/Stories include: Omdorff, Waniors, 
Brody, Shultz, Duggan, Brody, Steele, Piper. 

0 SPRING 1986/Stories include: R&R Express, War- 
niors, Hogan, Santana, Rude, Williams, Cornette, Flair. 

(€ SUMMER 1986/Stories include: Warriors-Russians, 
Savage-Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, Bulldogs, Crockett. 

2 FALL 1986/Stories include: RGR Express, Luger, 
Savage, Bulldogs, Hansen, Rude, Williams. 

1 WINTER 1986/Stories include: Supercards, Hogan, 
Horsemen, Snuka, Von Erich, Rude, Comette. 

2 SPRING 1987/Stories include: Bigelow, Flair, Hogan, 
Luger, Race, Windham, Hyatt, DeBeers, Snuka. 


C) FALL 1987/Stories include: Midnights, Flair, Steam- 
boat-Savage, Luger, Piper, Hogan-Andre, Parsons. 

© WINTER 1987/Stories include: Luger-Nikita, Ex- 
press, Hart, Hogan, Hyatt, Lawler, Rotundo, Lane. 

© SPRING 1988/Stories include: Warriors, Hogan-An- 
dre, DiBiase, Honky Tonk, T.A., War Games. 


ette, Hennig, Bigelow, Hyatt, Rude, Strike Force. 
1 FALL 1988/Stories include: Luger, Hogan, DiBiase, 
Kerry & Hayes, Sting, Savage, Paul E., Gilbert. 

C WINTER 1988)/Stories include: Sting, Hyatt, Dusty, 
Roberts, Ultimate, Powers of Pain, Hayes, Garvin. 

1 SPRING 1989/Stories include: Savage, Bossman, 
Sting, Lawler, Hogan, Luger, Hyatt, Anderson, Parsons. 

C SUMMER 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, Hogan, 
Rotundo-Steiner, Warriors, Duggan, Turner, Taylor. 

C1 AUGUST 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Waniors. 
Martel, Sting, Studd, Morton, Ultimate, Sheik, Funk, PWF. 
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( SUMMER 1987/Stories include: Windham, Elizabeth, 


( SUMMER 1988/Stories include: Luger, Hogan, Comn- 
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1 OCTOBER 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, Savage, 
Steamboat-Flair, Muta, WrestleMania V, Comette. | 
(1 DECEMBER 1989/Stories include: Flair, Wariors, 
Piper, Bushwhackers, Mascaras, Hogan-Luger. 

C- FEBRUARY 1990/Stories include: Piper-Savage, Ho- 
gan, Rhodes, Embry, Kerry, Luger. 

CO) APRIL 1990/Stories include: Rhodes, Hogan, Sky- 
scrapers, Snuka, Am & Tully, Flair, Zbyszko. 

(1 MAY 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Kerry, Hennig, 
Woman, Snuka, R&R Express, Lawler, Gagne. 

—) JUNE 1990/Stories include: Pillman, Hennig, Dug- 
gan, Piper, Hogan, DiBiase, Flair. 

LC) AUGUST 1990/Stories include: Hulk Hogan (three- 
part series), Pillman & Zenk, Koloff, Ultimate. 

1) OCTOBER 1990/Stories include: Ultimate Warrior, 
Luger, Steiner, Comette, Hogan, Valiant. 


L] DECEMBER 1990/Stories include: Sting, Ultimate, 
Demolition, Legion of Doom, Luger, Taylor, Tugboat. 

C) FEBRUARY 1991/Stories include: Flair, Ultimate, 
Steiners, Hogan, DiBiase, Kerry, Sting, Beefcake. 

1 APRIL 1991/Stories include: Sting, Wamor, Hansen, 
Doom, Steamboat, Woman, Steiners, Gilbert. 

(3 JUNE 1991/Stories include: Vicious, Hogan, Wanior, 
Ventura, Nastys, Steiners, Tunney, Long, sadism. 

(© AUGUST 1991/)Stories include: Flair, Gigante, 
Steiners, Nastys, Sting, Wamor, Hogan, Slaughter. 

1 OCTOBER 1991/Stories include: Steiners, Nasty 
Boys, Undertaker, Cactus Jack, DiBiase & Sheni. 

(1 DECEMBER 1991/Stories include: Ultimate, Under- 
taker, Vicious, Missy, Steiners. 

C] FEBRUARY 1992/Stories include: Luger, Piper, 
Backlund, Steamboat, Studd, Santana, Simmons. 

(J SPRING 1992/Stories include: Dusty, Scott Steiner, 
Rick Steiner, Hart, Piper, Hughes. 

-) SUMMER 1992!/Stories include: Steamboat, Steiners, 
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— SEPTEMBER 1992/Stories include: Luger, Sting- 
Rude, Neidhart, Valentine, Moondogs, Money Inc. 

C] OCTOBER 1992/Stories include: Savage, Warrior, 
Madusa, Dusty, Williams & Gordy, Cactus, Michaels & 
Sher. 

—) NOVEMBER 1992/Stories include: Warrior, Sting, 
Steamboat, Cactus-Badd, Lawler, LOD & Ellering. 

1) JANUARY 1993/Stories include: Hogan, Steiners, 
Sting, Flair, Dangerous Alliance, Thesz-Carpentier, 
Moondogs. 
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HART & HOGAN 


(Continued from page 49) 


broke that contract, then there’s rea- 
son to believe that Hart still has a legal 
right to a percentage of Hogan's 
earnings. 

“Apparently, there were some loop- 
holes involved,” Preston said. “But I 
wouldn't be surprised if Hart’s hatred 
for Hogan comes from that Mid-South- 
em contract. Of course, the WWF 
would never allow him to bring it up, 
and Hart, being a good soldier, would 
never discuss it. He’s been more than 
compensated over the years.” 

@ Hogan was a clumsy wrestler in 
the first months of his career. Al- 
though he was strong and powerful, 
Hogan had trouble finishing off oppo- 
nents. During the second half of Ho- 
gan’s rookie year, he began using his 
now-famous elbowsmash/legdrop com- 
bination to set up pins. 

“Of course, Hart was by his side all 
this time, so there’s also reason to 
believe that Hart helped Hogan devel- 


It has been said that Hogan harbors a lot of hatred for the “Mouth of the South” (above). 
Hart did, however, guide Hogan into encounters with Jerry Lawler (below left and right). 
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Hogan was nearly crippled by Hart’s man 
Earthquake, raising doubts as 

it’s really possible that Hart still has a con- 
tract with Hulk. 


op his finishing combination,” Preston 
said. “In fact, I have no doubt about 
it.” 

If so, Hart can take partial credit for 
Hogan's success. Credit he’d rather not 
take. 

@ Of all WWF managers, Hart sent 
the fewest number of challengers after 
Hogan during the “Hulkster’s” two 
World title reigns. 

“That's why I have reason to believe 
that Hart, through a complicated set of 
legal agreements and retroactive con- 
tractual rewards, still receives a small 
portion of Hogan's salary,” Preston 
concluded. 

“Absurd,” declared WWF expert 
Thomas Pilliard. “This theory goes 
down the tubes when you figure how 
intent Hart was on having Earthquake 
end Hogan’s career. But it is true that 
Hart was relatively uninvolved in at- 
tempts to dethrone Hogan; by compar- 
ison, Bobby Heenan had far more 
challengers.” 

“Tt always seemed there was some- 
thing much deeper between Hart and 
Hogan than just the mere hatred be- 


tween two sporting adversaries,” former 
WWF wrestler Ken Patera said. “They 
seemed to really despise each other, 
almost too much for people that 
weren't connected in some other way. 
Yeah, everybody knew that Hart once 
managed Hogan, but it was something 
that just wasn’t brought up. It was one 
of those taboo subjects.” 

There was inner grumbling among 
WWF wrestlers in early 1988 when the 
WWE granted Intercontinental champi- 
on The Honky Tonk Man a match 
against WWF World champion Hulk 
Hogan. Title vs. title matches are rare 
in the WWF. Many thought that Hart, 
Honky Tonk’s manager, pulled some 
strings to get the match. 

Did Hart threaten to bring up the 
past? 

As it tumed out, Hogan lost the 
World title before the match, and only 
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The “‘Hulkster” has his hands full with more 
of Hart’s crew: Dino Bravo, Greg Valentine, 
and The Honky Tonk Man. Neither Hogan 
nor Hart will publicly acknowledge their for- 
mer relationship. 


Honky Tonk’s -C belt was on the line. 
Any potential controversy died down 
before it had the chance to erupt. 
“This is one of those things that’s 
always boiling under the surface in the 
WWF,” Pilliard said. “The WWF has 
spent a lot of energy trying to keep it 
quiet, but who knows when some- 
body’s just gonna spill the beans? May- 
be Hart will get tired of the whole 
thing and go public. I don’t know. But 
I do know one thing: Hogan will never 
say a word about it.” oO 
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HOGAN/BEEFCAKE 
(Continued from page 27) 


Hogan spits at the fallen Beefcake after the match. But deep in his heart, the Hulk knew that his effort on this 
particular night was not good enough to claim he had avenged Hillbilly Jim. 


months because of the injury and 
that he may never be the same 
physically or pyschologically. 

While most people were heart- 
broken by the occurrence, Beef- 
cake and Valiant were celebrating. 
By bashing Hillbilly Jim, they were 
forcing Hulk Hogan to avenge his 
friend’s injury. To do that, Hogan 
would have to put his WWF cham- 
pionship belt on the line. For being 
cruel and brutal, Brutus Beefcake 
had won himself a championship 
shot. Going into the match, Hogan 
understood justice had little to do 
with these events. 

So Hogan faced Beefcake in a 
match Hulk didn’t want and Beef- 
cake didn’t deserve. Yet Hogan had 
no choice. Hillbilly Jim had to be 
avenged. As champion of the 
WWF, Hogan had to show Beef- 
cake and animals like him, that their 
tactics would not be tolerated. Ho- 
gan knew he had been suckered 
into the match. He also knew there 


70 


was nothing he could do about it. 

And so the match began. Grudge 
bouts with men like Beefcake are 
never great matches. They are 
downright dirty. Each man strives 
to injure his opponent. The referee 
spends most of his time trying to 
make it look like something other 
than a bar brawl at three in the 
morning when the bile bites at the 
back of each contestant’s throat. 
This match was no better than ex- 
pected. It was sad in a_ horrible 
way. 

After about five minutes of primi- 
tive tactics, Hogan realized a couple 
of things. Though he despised Beef- 
cake, Hulk couldn’t bring himself to 
wallow in the same filth where Bru- 
tus and Valiant live. He didn’t have 
the stomach for it. He also didn’t 
have the stomach for this being a 
championship match. The belt de- 
served more respect. Beefcake and 
Valiant wanted to turn the wres- 
tling ring into a jungle with Brutus 


as king of beasts. That isn’t what 
sport is about. That isn't what Hulk 
Hogan is about. 

Although he was wrestling for a 
cause this night, Hogan couldn't 
seem to get up for a man whom he 
didn't think deserved to be in the 
ring with him. The Hulk took more 
punishment than he should have in 
this match and at times seemed on 
the verge of defeat. Fortunately for 
him, Beefcake got a bit overzealous 
when he sensed the belt within his 
grasp and he was disqualified for 
constantly ignoring the referee's 
commands, 

Hogan may have technically won 
the match and retained his title, 
he'll inevitably think about Hillbilly 
Jim in a hospital bed and not be 
satisfied with his performance. He'll 
give the undeserving Brutus Beef- 
cake another chance to wrestle for 
his title and make sure that this is 
the last time such a match will 
have to take place. O 
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